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To my Honoured Friends Mrs. Mary Vince: 
and that Flock of Chriſt over which th 
Holy Ghoſt had made dear Mr. T boma 
© Vincent Overſeer. v4 


\T your requeſt this Sermon was Preachya 
and 3s now publiſbed. Sach as it is, you at 
welcome to it, ant much gootl may it 4o-yos 
the Lord grant dll thoſe may meet with 

bleſſing in it, who ſhall read it out of a real deſire to ge 

| Loot! for their ſouls ; other Readers we care for none. ' 
tdhe your invitation of me 'to this work, as an evident 
token of that love and efteem you bave for me, Bowewe 
unworthy : Therefore I did not draw back, but bum 
bleſs God for the aſpſtance he hath afforded me in it 
all you find bere according to bis Will, came from tn 
Spirit, I wonld be wery, wery low in mine own eye. 
yet I do neither dread the cenſures of men, nor am I | 
wain as to court their applauſe by making Apologies 
What I bave here preſented you with, are the Truths of 
God, which deſerve your acceptance ;. I deſire you to tri 
them, and having ſeen their Fathers name in their fora 
bead, give them a ready admiſſion, a moſt friendh 
and honourable entertainment. I ſhall ſpeak nothing tl 
you here by way of adwice, having ſaid ſo much in thi 
Sermon ;, but only ſignifie to you, that you are much up! 
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We of Grace, . but ſpeal many. good 
] d comfort :yonr. þ earts;. "and Tim 
to you ye ban 4, that out of the_eater may come 
t; 77 this - Providence which bath removed your 
\iſpecial/ advantage _ contq to: your '1 
the Lord + arp ou another, .upd.x whoſe. ſhadow WL 
pd | gr with bon finding by fruit ſweet to your 
er ſupply all your. need according to bis 
ng ob eſus Chriſt... My dear Friends, wiſely þ 
grecienſly improve this diſpenſation, ſubmit to-the 4 
ple ure of . 4 ki God.; be much in the ſtudy of 
ts and ways; be you fin neere and thriving Chris 


| cr. And the Father of wmexcies bind you up in the 


and grant. you 4 glorious Inheritance a- 
Bs. bane fan , fairk in Os h 
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dear Lord Jeſus, 
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x -- Hebr, XIII; 7, 


' Remember them which have the rule over you, wha 
have ſpoken to you the Word of God, whoſe faith } 
>, follow, conſidering the ead of their conwerſatiors, 


'H1 regs em is not_ without good rea-- 
fon” reek6nedto; Paxlas its Author, the great A-- 
, poſt{e of the Gentiles, who having obtained met-* 
cy, burned with zeal for God, and had ſuch yearn-- 
ing bowels over the blind; unbelieving, obſtinate 
Jews,” bis.brethren and kinfmer according to the fleſh, that for 
their ſakes he could have found in-his heart to wiſh himſelf ac+ 
enrſed from Chriſt, Rom: 9. 3. which was a rapture of love, a _ 
pang of affection highly becoming him, who was a brand'pluck- 
ed out of the burning'; and of a' chief finner made an eminent 
Saint; of a cruel furious perſecutor; 'a-bleſied and, moſt fucceſs- 
fal Apoſtle ;- ynto- theſe Jews he wrote this Epiſtle, and for 
weighty reaſons, without doubt, concegled his Name. 
2 Herein he-made it his buſineſs ſo to ſet forth the Lor® Jeſus; 
ind commend him to them, # that they might receive him with 
alt acceptation, as the promiſed -Mefliah, arid HighPrieſt over - 
the houſe of God, and perſevere in faith and obedience to him; 
id likewiſe to lay down ſuzh rules for their lives and carriages 
m the world, as that by an holy and exemplary conyerfation, 
they might honour his Name, and adorn his Goſpel : The Union 
berween Faith and Holineſs 1s (o-{tridt,” that they never were 
6r-can be ſeparated; and it is pity they ſhould, bemg moſt ami. 
HSlein conjunttion : Faith giving encouragement unto holinelts , 
d”- holes" refleting- a-glory upen faith.- Several precious 
Commands or Exhortations . you mcet with- in this: Chapter, 
as... which; d, 


F 
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*Chriſtians z unto them it 1s our duty to attend, and according 


© rothem to'walk. | 
of three Branches : 


over . you, who have 


. ker to you the word of G 
Sts | we 


ff duty. incumbext upon people, upon the 
ace f their deceaſed Paſtors. When Miniſters dye, their 
wark is they. have finiſhed their courle, and. diſpatched 
the buſineſs given them to do-: a; ſhine among you in 
Purity of Dodtrine, and Holinefs of onverſfation, as long as the 
. - Lamp of life laſted;; when the oy of that was ſpent, they-were 
- . taken. up to Heaven, there to out-ſhine the Syn in his greateſt 
,, ſtrength and glory. \But your work is not then at an eng, being 
. of equal cxtent and duration with your lives: As you have 
time enough for your work, ſo have you work enough for 

- your time 5 a00e can org fate idle one hour, becauſe he had 


ce, husband. your days and minutes to the beſt advantage; 
u will. be happy men and women, you will have cauſe cter- 
nally to bleſs the hand above that help't you , if you can do 
your work-by that time death ſhall come to take you of. 
| I am not now to ſpeak concerning the who daty of man, 
but thoſe particular duties mentioned in the Text, relating to 
thoſe ſervants of Chriſt, who have labqured among you, one 0 
,. Which is remembrance. | | 


p 


” - Remember them who have the rule. over your.. 
'. Ewe Sp be comderhs, x. The A 
about which that a& is to be exerci 


© "the rule ever you. 


"Out: a yen iſtrates, whother Suprenie-ot 
loferiot; who rife in the God, and with-Prudence' and 
Rightequlſnefs the affairs of State, are- worthy to be* 
remembred. Thougha Pheroab did riſe , who knew not Þ#-- 
| 1 let.not the_ man. be found in 1/rae/ who-remembersnot 


3 nor a Proteſtant in-England; to whom the Memory of at- 
ard and Elizabeth is not precious. | 
But it is evident fromthe words themſelves, that the Apoſtle- | 
here did not intend the Civil Magiſtrate, but Goſpel-Minifters, 
- Whoſe work is not only to-inſtract, but alſo to rule in+ the | 
* Church of God : they have power to-command the rich in this- 
- world: they are to-rebuke with all authority. Paxthad his-: 
- rod too, which he knew how to ule when need required: F 
They are the Maſters of the Aſſemblies, Elders that rule, as well 
as labour in the Word and Dottrine: Shepherds that are tro '# 
feed the. flock of Gcd 3 yea, and to order it, and to reduce 
thole ſheep that wander. Yet let them remember, they are 
under authority 3 though chief men among the brethren, yet: i 
but men ; though Maſters of the Aflembhes, yet ſervants of -\& 
Chriſt; tach as rule, but ſuch as muſt be ruled' by the Words % 
and in caſe of male-adminiſtration, are hable to-cenfure:; Their '* 
authority is of no farther exteng. than their warrant z.phey are” 7 
to lead, and be followed, not blindfold, not as infallible perfons, | 
- notas being above the pollibilizy of exring'3 but with:caution- | 
" and: | 


£ be | F: 4. ; 
and limitarion; follow your guides, Chriſtians, but Jook to youy 
way, 1 Cor. 11. 11, Be "ye followers of me, even as. 1 am 0 
Chriſt; juſt ſo, and no otherwiſe ; ſo far be ſure to follow me, 
= not a foot farther. But we ſhall ſpeak more. particu- 
Aarly. | | 
1. Thoſe whom you are to remember, are the Miniſters of 
+ the Goſpel, the Embaſfadors'of the glorious King of Saints, the 
: Paſtors and Angels of the. Churches, . in whom, though poor 
earthen veſſels, God hath laid up heaverty treaſure for the in- 
riching of many. Alexarder,Ceſar, William the Conqueror may be 
remembred; but never let a Pasl,aCalin,an Uſher,aCaryl,a Max- 
ton, a Vincent be forgotten; there is no need of canonizing them; 
God-made them Saints while they lived; though the Pope dubs 
His Saints after'they are dead; as the Heathen made gods, whoſe 
Ape he is : It would be a ſin to worſhip them, to pray to 
them, or to put up your prayers to Gol by them as his Maſter 
of Requeſts 3 there is but one Mediator between God and man, 
the. man Chriſt Jeſus yet 1& themlive,'they do ſo in Gods ſight, 
let them do ſo in your remembrance and eſteem. 

' 2. Thoſe whom you are ſpecially to remember, are your Pa- 
ſtors, Chriſts Miniſters in your Congregations ; {o the Apoſtle 
direfs, them that have the -rule over you.” It 1s the faſhion of 
ſoine to applaud and admire 6thzr Preachers, while they deſpiſe 
and light their own, which is a ſhrewd argument of a wanton 
ſpirit : It would be their wifdom, and is their duty to like the 
difoſils which God hath made. Accordingly, think you of them, 
honour them who rule over! you, who have laboured ampng 
you, who ſpent themſelves for you 3 ther relation to you was 
very.near, bcing your 1piritual Fathers 3 if not thoſe that be- 
got you, yet thoſe that nurſed yc-, and travailed for many a- 
mong you, by prcaching and prayer, with tears and groans, with 
carnelt longing$ to ſee Chriſt formed in you 5 Oh how dear w:s 
their love, an{werable to their relation; they watched over you, 
and watched for you; they brake their reſt, and waſted them- 
ſclves wt providing and dealing out food to you, when, it may 
be, .fome among you thought 'much of returning to _ a 

3 orr 


1 
ſorry and pitiful acknowledgment or reward. However, 
ſuch narrow ſouls remember them now ; that will coſt them nc 
thing. 

h Thoſe whom you are to remember, are your deceaſed Pa 
ſtors [ loquitur de iis qui jam obiernnt. Jun.) ; the Apoſtle here 
means thoſe who had compleated their work, and were gone 
to reſt, . Let thoſe Miniſters of Chriſt, who are alive and remain, 
who at this day live and labour among you, bein your thoughts, 
and eſteem, and. prayers; count them worthy of double honour. 
Trample not them under your feet, whoſe feet are'beautiful, 88 
being meſſengers of peace, that bring and rejoyce to bring you i 
glad tidings of great good, the very beſt that ever the world 
had. Our Saviour pronounceth a wo againſt thoſe difſembling 8 i 
Hypocrites, that build the tombs of the prophets, and garniſh the Vl! 
Sepulchres of the righteous, but deſpiſe the labours, as blow up- |. 
on the reputations, and ſtarve the bodies, and perſecute the 4 
perſons of thoſe that are alive, Matth. 23. 29. Give unto both | 
their due ; let it never be ſaid, that dear Mr. Thomas Vincent is © 
out of mind, now he is out of it: Though now his place 
know him no more, though his Family and Pulpit know him *; * 
no more, let it never be ſaid his People had forgot him too : '\! 
No, no, as God hath received and glorified his Soul, and looks 
after his duſt, of which he will not loſe the ſmalleſt atom 3 do "kk; 
you preſerve his memory, and count his name a precious and |. 
fragrant oyntment. Thus you fee, Paſtors, your Paſtors, your \#: 
deccaſed Paſtors are to be remembred, "oy" 


f 


Queſt. But what, all of theme le they never ſo erroneons or 
flagicious ? P 
Anfw. 1 do not ſay fo, the Holy Apoſtle doth not mean ſos vi 
if any be corrupt in their Opinions, unſound in their Doftrines, iþ 
cr diſorderly in their Lives; it 1n their Sermons they bring you -** 
any other Goſpel than that which Chriſt and his Apoſtles did 3 #' 
or if Preaching the ſame Goſpel, and holding to the form of 
wholeſome words, they contradict it-by an unſuitable carriage, . , 4 


and by an unholy life deſtroy what they build ; -it had been well 
B for |" 


vr the World, and the Church, and themſelves top, if they 
nad never been borns and the ſopner they are ten, the 
detter : When their bodies are laid in a bed of duſt, let their 
names be buried in the grave of forgetfulneſs, May their Me- 
norial periſh with them. Thoſe who are worthy to he remem- 
bred, have theſe qualifications, which you find in the Text. 
...I, They are ſuch as have ſpoken to you the Word: of God 
not the ſentiments of Philoſophers, nor the notions and-coun- 
fels of learned and civilized Heathen ; not Ariitotles Ethicks, 
and Plutarchs Morals, or Plato's Divinity, though ſome good 
aſe may be made of them : Doubtleſs natural light is beautiful 
and lovely. But what need have we of the gliftering of a gloc- 
Worm, or the blazeof a candle, who do injoy the help of Scrip- 
ture, that hath brought life and immortality tolight z who 
brough the richesof mexcy mjoy the gracious beams, the warm- 
ing and quickning influences of theeternal Son of Righteouſneſs? 
Let vs not diſparage theGod of I/r4el by repairing to the forges 
of the Philiſtines, or borrowing their weepons for our ſpiritual 
warfare 3 none like to the ſword of the ſpirit, the Word of God, 
which is mighty through God. We need not go to thoſe pud- 
dles, ſince the Lord hath been pleaſed to open to us the Wells 
.of ſalvation, out of which we may with joy draw living wa- 
ters for the refreſhing of thirſty, and reviving of fainting ſouls. 
Thoſe Miniſters are to be remembred, who bring not their own 
idle dreams, but Gods Truths ; not the Precepts of men, but the 
Dotrine of Jeſus ; who have determined (as Paxl did) to know 
nothing among you, but Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified : Thoſe 
Paſtors which (like the woman ſpoken of Revel. 12. 1.) were 
cloathed with the Sun, and had upon their heads a crown of twelve 
ſtars ; The Truth of Chriſt, and the Doctrine of the Apoltles ; 
in ſhort, men ſound in judgment. 

2. They are ſuch as did believe what they Preached ; there- 
fore you have mention mide of their faith, Whoſe faith follow. 
Oh that I could ſay, all Preachers are Believers. But I cannot 
but tell-you, though I deſire to be very charitable, I have not 
faith cnough for that 3 all ages baving ſadly proved the contra- 


ry: 


_ 


ry : The woful defetions and apoſtacies of many inthe Pugayy, 


Arrian, and Antichriſtian Perſecutions, are undeniable demon=- 


{trations of the contrary. God forbid I ſhould take upon meto! ? 
judg any particulars, much leſs whole Parties; that very word. 


[Party] is exceeding bitter and unſavoury to mez I heartily with 


there were no ſuch name, or thing ; and oh for that day! when: | 


will that day come{(the God of love and peace haſtenit),in which 


his people ſhall ſerve him with one ſhoulder, and with one con- WW 
ſent in the beauties of holineſs! In the mean time [ am firmly | 


perſwaded, that there are thoſe who fear God, and work righte- 
-oulſneſs, and ſtudy to approve themſelves by a fincere deſire and 


care of walking up to Scripture-rales, and the dictates of their | 


conſciences, among all thoſe Parties in rag 4” which hold the 
Head,' and have not drunk in damnable hereſtes, as the Apoſtle 
calls them; yet, yet I fear, there are alſo thoſe that have not 
fath : Reſt they do in floating notions, take things upon truſt, 
are beholding meerly to education, or the profeſſion of the 
Countrey where they live, for their being Proteſtants or Chrt- 
ſtians, And I alſo tremble to think how many would be found 
ſtark rotten, if they ſhould be ſhaken by a temptation; found 
dro{s, if they ſhould be caſt intothe furaace: Thoſe deſerve te 
be rexrxembred, who are rooted and grounded in the faith 3 who 
can-ſay, Lo, this we hive ſearched ; this we have experienced, 
{0 it 18 3 Thofe that fee the truth in its own evidence, that have 
found it mighty in operation upon their own fouls; thoſe that 
haye held the myſtery of faith in a pure conſcience, and would 
not let it go upon any texms, or i any times, but chuſe rather 
to venture all, to part with all, to throw all over-board, than 
to make ſhipwrack of faith and a good conſcience. 

3. They are ſnch as praftic'd what they Preach'd,- and lived 
their own Sexmons; ſuch asexpreſt the virtues of him who had 
called them owt of darkneſs into his marvellous light,and adyanced 
them to be lights unto others. Snch Maſters of the Aflemblies 
as did drive home and faſten the nails of ſerious wholeſome 
counſels aud. exhortations with the forcible hammer of -a ſpot- 


leſs, gracious and heavenly deportmeut in the world 3 ſuch as 
- preached 


g 
preached Ehriſt, and lived him too 3 ſuch as- received him, and: 
walked in him 3 ſuch as did [30] foot it right, and could- 
boldly fay to their flock, Walk fo as ye have me for an exam- 
ple : Such'as did not mind. earthly things, nor hunt after the 
world, as if it had. been their god; did 'not finfully ſerve the. 
times, nor turn into-all ſhapes, and wound their fouls to ſave 
their skins; did not prodigally ſpend their precious hours, nor 
unchiriſtianly ſmite their fellow-ſervants, nor eat and drink with 
| the drunken, but were the companions of them that fear the 
Eord, and placed" their higheſt delight,next to God, in the Saints, 
thoſe excellent ones of the earth z and did ſhew out of a good” 
converſation -their works with meekneſs of wiſdom, making it 
their inward deſire, great' care, and utmoſt endeavour in all 
things to adorn the Goſpel. Holy men of God, who' were 
nw, in the Pulpit, and in the Houſe too, and inall places, in all 

niesz againſt-whom there could be no exception, ſave in- 
the matter of their God, abating them for thole natural *hy- 
mane infirmities, which are inſeperable from the moſt holy per- 
ſons, whileſt on this ſide of periettion, tabernacling in houſes 
of Clay : The good Lord increaſe the number. of ſach Paſtors 
im-England, yea all the world over, in all places where he hath: 
cauſed his-holy Name to dwell; and unto them, mine honour 
be thou united ; 'unto-them ſhall my ſoul adhere 1n. ſincere and 
moſt intire affetion, whatever ſmaller and circumſtantial dif- 
ferences are, or may be between us. May ſo much ſuffice to be 
fpoken concerning the obje&,; about which the following Acts 
are to be exercifed, unto. which1 now. come. 


veſt, Next ther, What is to be dane by that people whom God: 
did bleſs with ſuch Paſtors ? 
Arſw. Two things, Remember them, follow their faith. Of 
which in order, 
Remember them. Your memories--are prectous Cabinets, too 
for dung and trifles ; lay up-nothing-in them but what is. 
excellent ; there-is:enough-of that : Remember your-Creator in the 
days of ' your youth, yea and in-the days: of . yur age, ſo ſha#' 


l 


*s 2 


you be ſatisfied as with marrow and fitneſs, Remember your dear: | 
Saviour, his love, his life, his death ; attend upon Ordinances, {| 


and receive the Sacrament in remembrance of him ; remember 


his love more than wine : Remember the mercies you. have re-- 
ceived, ſo as to be thankful 3. the promiſes you have made, fo. 


as to be faithful;. the ſins you have committed, fo as to be hums» 


ble 3 the experiences you have. had, ſo as to be encouraged... 


Remember them that are in bonds, .as bound with them 3; them 
that are 1n ſtraits and neceſlities, ſo as to be compaſſionate and 
liberal to them. Remember your latter end, fo as to be dili- 


© ————— — — 


gent, and quicken your pace ; and withal, remember your de- '{ 
ceaſed Paſtors, who obtained mercy to be found faithful : They,, | 
they are ſome of Gods Jewels, allow.them therefore a choice: || 


room 1n theſe Cabinets. 


Queſt. Tou will ack me, how-they are.to be remembred 2 

Anſw. 1 Anſwer in-theſe following particulars : 

I: Remember them, ſo- as to bleſs God for them. Have not. 
you had great benefit, ſoul-advantages by them ? Oh ! let God. 

e ar} from you. When you are under ſmarting rods, ſore 
afflitions, pore not ſo much upon them, as-to. become by that: 
means injurious to God : Some that did too little mind, and 
prize, and improve mercies whileſt they were in their hands, 
do view them, and.curioufly ſtudy them, when taken away, un- 
til their ſpirits be imbittered, and diſcontent raiſed up againſt 
the | ly yore But, Chriſtians, beware you of that ; I adviſe 
you to be ſenſible of your loſs : Let the Widow be ſenſible what 
an husband ſhe hath loſt, the Children what a Father (if their 
tender age will admit it); the Family, what a Governor: the So- 
ciety, what a. Shepherd ; I, and others, what a Friend and Bro- 


ther. But let us all remember to bleſs God, that we had him: 


once,. that we had -him.ſo long ; let this Congregation bleſs God 


that ever it was committed. to the. care and charge. of ſuch a-._ 


Miniſter, .that ever-ſuch a fhining and burning light 'was ſet up 
in this Candleſtick; that ever ſuch a labourer was ſent into this 


Vineyard. My dear friends, I do moſt earneſtly beg this of you - 


for_ 


for my dear Miſter, Whatever your loſs is, how preat ſoever, 
1 war and affictive ſdever, let not your and my God be 
a lofer; look carefully to that, as you love your ſelves; Gods 
loſs is your loſs. Therefore how ſad foever your caſe is, how 
dark foever your day, how low ſoever your ſpirits, do not now, 
do not at any time withzold from God thoſe praiſes which are 
his duc. Truly he hath been good to you, and he is fo now, 
and he will be ſo (til), if you will but do your duty; there- 

re be ſure tolove him, and bleſs him ; let the holy God ever in- 
*habit the -praiſes of [ſrael. 

2. Remember ther, ſo as to bewail the loſs of them. You 
-ought indeed to moderate your ſorrow, keeping it within the 
'bounds of Reaſon and Religion, as becomes thoſe that have 
hope ; nay, let there be a mixture of joy with your ſorrow, be- 
ing fure it-is well with them, perfedly, unſpeakably, and ever- 
laſtingly well ; their happineſs doth exceed their thoughts, and 
-not only afford fatisfation to them, but likewiſe raife admira- 
ou; Oh what am 1 that God ſhould ever bring me hither- 
tO! 

- Yet mourn. It becomes you to be both affefted and afflicted 
an your ſpirits. What ! ſhall the Father be ſmitten, and the 
Children not grieved? the Shepherd taken away, and the Flock 
not troubled ? that would be a grand Solerifee both in Nature 
and Religion. When Samuel dyed, all Iſrael were gathered to- 
getter, and lamented him, 1 San. 25. 1. The tears of an whole 
Nation may well be poured out upon a Samrels death. When 
Stephen the Proto-Martyr was carried to his burial, there was great 
Jdamentation made over Lim, Ads 8. 2. Thoſe devout and holy 
men broached their ſorrow, they went on, weeping as they 
went, When Eliſha was arreſted and confined to his bed by 
his laſt ſickneſs, Foaſh the King of Iſrael wept over bis face, and 
ſaid, O my Father, my Father, the chariots of Iſfael, and horſe- 
men thereof,” 2 King. 13. 14. And well may there be ſuch great 
ſorrow, elſe it will hold no proportion with the occafion: Loſſes 
of ſuch perſons are great, how little and vile ſoever in the 
worlds eyes while they lived ; for they were their peoples bleſ- 


lings, 


'r 

ſings, the Nations pillars, the ſtakes in- our hedg, and 'thei 
dnp is not ſeldom ominous ; it ſpeaks a ſtorm-brewing evil tg 
come. When they are hous'd in the filent and ſafe chambers © 


the grave, what may we look for next, but that the great God 
ſhould come out of his place, cloathed with righteouſneſs, and 
armed with vengeance, to puniſh the inhabitants of the world for n 


their iniquity. This know for certain, . the Lord is greatly of 


fended, it angers him at his very heart, when he ſees men ſtapid # | 
and inſenſible under ſuch diſpenſations, ſpecially when they be-.* 
come ordinary 3 when the righteons periſh, aud gre taken away, | 1] 


zone conſidering or laying it to heart. 


kt is truc, there is now joy in Heaven 3 but let there be ſors iſ 
row-on Earth, that will not be jarring; Angels and perfe& (pi # 
rits above, welcome thoſe departed Saints with ſhouty and accla- 


mations 3 let us part from them with tears, at leaſt with fighs. 
 Poſlibly there are ſome who do rejoyce at ſuch a mans death; 


but whether they will believe me or no, I will tell them, they | 


have no cauſe 3 God will make them change their note, even they 
{ball mourn at the laſt. 

3. With your remembrance of them, joyn heart-grief and 
trouble that you gained no more by them 3 conſult and liſten 
to.your own conſciences, ſee what they will ſay, deal imparti-: 


ally and ingenuoully. Have not you been aflzep in your ſeats» 


when they have been at work in their Pulpits? Have not your 
minds been wandring after vanity, and your eyes gazing abont 
upon this body and that 3 this face, and that falhion, while they 
have been fixed and intent, wholly taken up about the good 
and ſalvation of yoar ſouls? Have not you been cold at heart, 
while they were fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord 2 They. have 


mourned, but you wept not 3 they have piped, but you danced: 


not 3 when they poured out their: ſouls in confeſſion of (ins, 
you were not humbled, your hearts not broken within you; 
many a fad and foul {tory hath becn told of you, yet you did 
not bluſh, neither were you aſhamed : They have mightily 
wreſtled with God, and tug'd hard for mercy, mercy for you, 


your pardon, and your lives, but you have fate and ſeen all: 


this 
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'this with a moſt wretched indifferency, asif you were perſons 
'altogether unconcerned, and did not care whether they prevail- 
ed or no.. How have you {lipt the precious truths they deli- 
ered to you, and been diſobedient to the counſels they order- 
ed out ; and have been little the better, though they came to 
_ in the fulneſs of the bleſling of the Goſpel of Chriſt? They 
ave come and blown upon your garden, now with the North- 
wind of dreadful threatnings, then with the Soxth of gracious 
promiſes; yet your ſpices have not jou forth';, nay, are not too 
many of you unto this very day like the dry and barren Heath? 
And ſurely you have cauſe to be troubled, and oh that you may 
be'{o, the good Lord trouble you kindly ; let your ſouls have 
theſe loſſes and afflittions (till m remembrance, -and behumbled 
within you. | 

4. Remember them fo asto be quickned by that remembrance. 
Think of their death, and go to their graves, and fetch life and 
hveiineſs from thence : We Minifters hould do ſo. When our 
fellow-labourers grow fewer, it {ſtands us in hand to work the 
harder. What! ſhall ſome drop on our right-hand, and others 
upon our left, yea many round about us 3 and ſhall any of us 
notwithſtanding be idle, and lazy, and half aſleep at our work! / 
Oh that the ratling of deaths Chariot-wheels might awaken and 
rouze us up. When Elijah is taken up to Heaven, let every 
Eliſha look out for a double portion of the ſpirit, and go forth 
in all their might to plead the cauſe of Truth and Holineſs, and 

finiſh that great work their Lord hath ſet them. 
:. You allo that are the People of God,ſhould double your dili- 
gence. You are not ignorant how your faithtul Paſtors l:v'd and 
' labour'd, -how they walked and wrought, what indefatigable 
pains they took for God, and for you, and with their own 
hearts: though you do not know half, yer let that which you 
do know be a ſpur to you. Up, Chriitians, up, ſnake off a 
ſapine {luggiſh temper 5 Work oxt your ſalvation with fear and 
trembling : give all diligence to make your calling ant elettion ſure. 
Haſten, oh haſten to the Kingdom of God ; loſe no time, flip 
no- opportunity, regle&t no part of your duty 3 fill up poue 
lays 
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relatioris, and. places 3; and. ſa raw;: 41" thet yer atay dbteiz 
4 are compaſſed about with a great, Cloud of witheiles'3: ba 
aſide therefore every weight that | preficth down, and the fin 
that doth ſo eaſily beſet you; gird up the ins of your: mine 
call forth all your ſtrength, buckle in good carneft to your bu« 
Gneſs, and on, on/in that holy pleaſant race that is Et before 
a | | 0 _ 
: 5. Remember them, fa as to; be: encouraged by them, and 
take heart: You live in a world that lyeth in wickedneſs, it is 
tevouſly polluted ; almoſt all places are fo dirty, that we can ti 
ce tread clean 3 furely theſe are the dregs of time; you are | 
invironed with enemies-and dangers. , And ſpeak ſcrieuily, Da 
you not ſometimes feel inward and faintiogs? Well, en- | 
courage your ſelves in the Lord your God ; And take, my Bree | 
thren, the Prophets, who have ſpoken in the Name of the Lord, for 
an enſample of ſuffering afftidions, and of patience. You have % 
ſeen what great things God bath done by them, and for them; ' 
you baye ſeenthat God hath caxried them-through all their dif» | 
ficulties, ſo that #bey heave overcome at the laſh. Satan that roar= 
ing Lyon hath purſued them, and come with open mouth, yet 
could not. devour them 3 be bath got ſome of them, and wrn- 
nomed, ther as mheat, yet their fatth did nat fail. Luſts and cor» | 
ruptions within thetr own boſoms have made» frequent aſſaults, 
and furious batteries upon them, yet they could not prevail. !' 
Theſe holy ſouls through Chriſt ſtrengthning them, have trod- 
den down (ins ſtrength 3 ſometimes they have gone balting;: but | 
always came off conquering. The'World again bath one while 
fayned like a ſtyumpet, .and another while raged bike a fury 3 © 
yet could -not gain ther»-by fair means, nor'foul : Though the 
Archers have ſhet ſore at them, their bom hath abode in ſtrength, 
and the arms of their hands have been made. ſtrang. by the hands 
of the mighty Gad of Jacob, Thee waves have lifted up their 
voice, and daſhed againſt them, yet have they ftood like Rocks 
unſhaken 3 ſome of them have had an hard paflage, and met 
with many a violent ſtorm ; yet at laſt they have got in a Calm 
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unto their deſired Heaven; and being landed ip theother world, | 
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re.now feaſring im'the- now: Hieryatem which is above, at the- 

duet ob-the King of Glory.” © 1 10 0 th 107 
+ Tr-is/ true, they died, and ſo- muſt we,” ſo:muſt the ſtrongeſt 
and the higheſtz-it 7s appointed. for all men once to dye, yet 
heſe dye but once; they did not 'dye before the time; they did 
not dye'before their work was done; they did not dye before 
they were fit to dye, no, nor before they were willing to dye ; 
they were ripe fruit; and fo' dropt into the boſom/of Abrahayr. 
In'a word, they dyed to live, 'and- now they live to: dye no 
more + Be you therefore of good cheer, O ye holy:Ones, that 
God who did ſo/ much for them; .can do:as much: for-you 5 his 
arty is'not ſhortned, nor his ear heavy, nor his:love'kels.; be:you 
fong in hin; and'in the:-power of his _ 7217 f. 

-- 6. Laſtly, So rememberithem, as to think of theirs who are 
keft behind. It is more than probable that ſome of their Wives 
and Children-are'in a low condition, and: want convemenoies, 
if :not neceſlaries:* Be you liberat to them, give'thery a ſupply 
out of your abundance'z pare off{ſome of your luperfluities for 
their: relief; you ſhall not ſuffer, nor be loſers by-itz I dare in- 
gage to you, there is'one'in Heaven will take care of that. 
There be others, who, though not reduc'd to ſuch ſtraits as to 
nzed;the help of your-pueſes 5- yet being now in a-diſconſolate 
condition, they 'do-need: your company and comforts. ' Poor 
hearts ! their houſes are' left'unto them deſolate, they are Tur- ' 
tles alone, and mourn ſore. like Doves; give a knock: at-their 
door; now and then 5 when you can, turn: in40 thoſe Widows 
houſes, and ſpeak comfortably to themz-the very fight of their 
Husbands friends cannot 'but'be cordial to then 3 though for a 
time it will open#hewound, and rencw their forrow 3 yet it will 
revive and chear-them too. Thus much for the firſt part of your 
duty, Remember your deceaſed Paſtors. Yet before Þ paſs on to 
the ſecond, let me ſabjoyn 'to-what hath been-fau}, two things 
by way. of Caution. | 

1. While you' remember them, be not unmindful of God, 

and do not- forget to truſt in God ; though they are dead, yet 
God (till lives, yea-he hves for evermore 3 whoſoever dycs, God 


,eannot: dye 3, he neceſfily: is,” and'is neceſfirily what he is. A 
-he:is ereroally, fo. eternally, immutable, not-having the leaſt ſhe 
dow of turmng. . And this ever-living God hath. #be reſidue: 
the ſpirit , 'and can pour it out upon whomhewill, and fayhiſh 
whom he pleaſeth with Miniſterial Gifts and Graces 3 and-he 
never ceaſeth tolook after, his; intereſt and people, Look yot 
to it, that you be trye.to him, and he: will.be-true-tq-you:: He 
will. have a Miniſtry m Exgland, as long as hethath a Churels.iialÞ 
England; and may that be'as long as the Sun and Moon.endure 
Amen. This great Lord of. the Harveſt will loſe none of his 
Corn, [not anear; not a grain,:for want of Labourers to gather 
it; 11. ., This gracigus and loying,Father of the Family ſees good 
now and then to pinch Gme of kb Children, but-he will; 
pore. When Iſrael was in 'a Wildernels, he was pleaſed/toÞ# 
work Miracles, rather than they ſhould not be. provided for 5 J 
therefore- let your Faith live as long as God liveth in Heaven, 
and you upon Earth.  And/Jet me add this for' your comfort; 3": 
Let never {0 many good men, eminent men dye, your life,O BE &. 
lievers, is ſecur'd and inſured toyou by the life of Chriſt. Hear $ 
his own words, Joh 14. 19. Becauſe T live, ye ſhall live alſo. - | 'Þ 
. 2: While you remember them, do not forget your ſelves, It * 
is readily and joyfully acknowledged, that God doth not-ſtand 'þ 
in need. of Minilters.: He that could make Heaven and Earth by # 
the Word of his Power, can accompliſh all his pleaſure with- 
out helps and inſtruments; yet you do need them, and it is # 
ow ill to employ them, and continue them to the end of the * 
world. Magiſtracy and Miniſtry are two ſtanding Ordinances, J. 
and will be neceilary fo long as there are 'men on Earth, 'and 
men to be fitted for Heaven. Therefore, my Brethren, ſit not 
down in this your Orphan-condition. What I have told you is Cy 
unqueſtionably your duty, but not the whole of it. Keep to+ 4 
gether. Though the. Shepherd be ſmitten, let not the Sheep be..!, 
ſcattered. Look ont for a good ſupply 3 that your loſs may be made þf 
up again, and your Paſtors place filled. No loſs is Irrepairable 
but the loſs of God and your ſouls. Be wiſe before you fix; con- 
ſult together, and ask advice of them whoare both faithful and 
C 2 able ij 
fel 


lets gov af withdue deliberation, yet- defer not too 
ho 0-4 ch as who holdeth: the Stars in his right 
 and.- Tod ot for a'man Orthodox in ui t; and 
; x Hg life, who many Not $t about" to raze, but wiſely to bai : 
the- fundation;, / Which 'by. my "Reverend 'Bror 
/bven already lake, - Ib ode prayer eels 'That No we won 
aver Gomiehrion, of eyetr a man, ater his own- 
"And ſoT-eving. to the ſecond Duty incumbent uport . 
\ which you have in theſe words, Whoſe feith follow, 
- [Holy imitaton- doth moſt highty become all that profeſs 
Chriſtians. Be«caref tn your chafing a Pattern, 
then curious in your #itatior': Yes mat not follow.lying | 
ies, then you forſake your own mercdics 3 you mult not - 
llow-vain faſhions, that is-not ſuitable to the gravity and fe. 
giouſnef of your Religion. Tow 1ft' not follow # multitude to 
fdoonl, unleſs you have a myind to be: damned with amultirade, 
and think Hell'ts a defirable place, becauſe molt go thither : 
The volt betten road is not always the- belt; you-mn(t not 
follow: the world 3: inſtead of being conformed, you ought to 
be oryerfied to it. 

- You-have far better Copies ſet you, far more noble and ex-- 
eellentPatterns before you. God; be ye followers of God as dear 
ehildrew. Chriſt, he hath left you an enſample, that ye fhould 
tread in his ſteps. . The Saixts, who while here walked in their 
integrity: and now. they are above, fit in Robes of Glory : Pe 

followers of them that through faith: and patience have inhe- 
wad the promiſes: And among them, - thoſe that have held 
forth-the word of life, and ſhined as lights in the world. Be 
wiſe now. in making theſe your choice, and follow them as 
doſe as you can ;. live up to Seripture-rules, and holy Preſidents. 

nd traly, my Brethren, fince God and Chrift, Godlinels-and - 
2aven are as good, full out as good as. ever they were; I can 
ke no juſt reafon why- Profeffors ſhould decline and decay 3 
why our gold (ſhould become.dim 3 why the Saints of this Gene- 
ration ſhould fall miſerably, ſhort of thoſe that went before 


themz why the preſent. Chriſtians ſhould be fo unlike the for- 
mer,”.. 


met; both for Purity and Zeal, as if they were: not-begortet}* 
of the fame Father, "A did not notre ſame breafts: ''But | 
ſo.itis 3 ah! fo it is; our Nazarites were purer rhan ſhow, whid 
ter than milk 3 whereas now the viſage of many of- then ig 
blacker than a coal.,they can ſcarce be known in the ſtreets and* 
let this be for a lamentation. ; e111 2288"! 
Oh that you; would do your cndeavour to revive the: old 
Godlineſs, which-is the be{t Godlinefs 3 and to live over again 
the lives of the old Saints, and in particular, thoſe of your Res I 
nowned Paſtors : Follow them in all that is good, and within 
the compaſs of your (phere ; you muſt never go out of your 
plabes to follow, your Paſtors'; the Lord Jeſus himſelf is to: be 
unitated by' you- only an his imitable works. That being pres 
miſed, I ſay with the Apoſtle Paxl, Pbrl. 4.8. Whatſoever things - 
you ſaw in them, true, honefs, juſt, pure, lovely, end of good report, . 
whatſoever there was of virtne, or of praiſe, think ox thoſe things, | 
and follow then in thoſe things: 'In no- other ; for they were © * 
but men, imperfe&t men, fubjeft to like paſſions, infirmities, . 
and failings 3 and theſe you miſt not draw into- an example, 
nor uſe them as an argument why you ſhould do fo too, as'too- - 
many argue from Nevids Adultery ro their uncleannefs;; for - - 
certain God never put ſuch things upon-record for an. encou- - | 
ragement unto fin, but for cautions to all ; you muft not wan- - 
der with them that wander, nor fall, becaufe others have; no, *. %, 
follow them as they followed Chriſt, and only fo, in alt that is - / 
good, in all that is welkplealing tro God, and wilt be Orna- 7 
taental to the Goſpel.” Bur I ſhall confine my diſcourſe to the -- i; 
Command in the Text, Follow them in their faith. - And here I * '} 
ſhall ſpeak to theſe four particulars : | 
! 


x. Follow them in the Dattrine of Faith : Be found in your 
jndgments, arid faffer not. your heads to be fly-blown.with Er- 
ror. - Hold fuft thet which 15 good, for otherwiſe you will loſe 
your Crown : The age in which we live is a learned age, and”. 
It is a very inquiſitive age, and an hot diſputing, but with grief + |: 
beit ſpoken, it is ant ereor-broaching and imbracing age; there 
are. t9Q t00 MapF among us that att. indultrioutly _— the. - 

ing : J' 


fhaking of our foundation, though the Virgin-daughter of Zi . 
boks upon'their attempts, and ſavghs them art for God 
- bic{c]f; the mighty God hath laid them, and they ſhall not be 
-deftroyed. But though'our foundations are firm and laſting, 
yet many of our profeſſors are feeble and wavering, yea ſome 
are removed to another Goſpel: They have rejected thoſe great 
Pbjnts;: thoſe main Truths, which are the very vitals of Chri- 
ftian Religion, and you may ſee them wallowing in the blood 
of their Apeſtacy : Stick you to that faith which was delivered 
to you by your deceaſed Paſtors, who are now with God, that 
is, the faith which was once delivered to the Sajnts, once for 
all : The Dodrine which they held out to you, is the Doftrine 
of the Church of Ergland, built upen the Prophets and A- 
- poſtles, . Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner-ſtone. Hold 
to. that, all that, ſpecially the Deity of Chriſt, his ſatisfaction, 
- Juſtification by him, and faith in-him, not by works which we 
have done 3and the ſpiritual myſtical Union that- is between 
big and true Believers. Keep theſe things as the Apple of your 
 eye,:;yea as you would your lives. Ard though we or an Angel 
frow Heaven ſhould come and preach among you any Goſpel con- 
trary:to, or beſides that which they have preached, and you have ve- 
ceived, let him be. accurſed. 
-- 2. Follow them in the Grace of Faith. They were Believers, 
be you ſo too : look narrowly to it, that it be the true Grace of 
God in which zou ſtand, Take not up, my brethren, with an 
empty name, a verbal profeflion, a company of bodily execr- 
eiſcs,, and heartleſs'dutics. Mind, I beſeech you, - the Power of 
Godlineſs, and do not ſtop one hairs breadth on this fide of it : 
Painted Hypocrites are as odious to that God who requires and 
ſearches the heart, as the openly profane : his foul hates them that 
ſecretly, mock: him, as well as thoſe that publickly affront him. 
Mrike ſure work therefore for your precious fouls ; ſee that you 
have that faith which is unfeigned, the faith of Cods Ele, 
that you do cordially imbrace the Truths of the Goſpel, and 
doſe with an offcred Jeſus 3 that you have that faith by which 
you may Jve,that faith by which you may walk until you come 
| to 
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to-walk by ſight. I would not have any of yau deceived, and * 
cheated to your own deſtruftion, as many poor creatures are, 
who run away: with a lie in their right-hand, build hopes + of; 
Heaven and Happineſs upon a ſandy bottom, pleaſe themſetves* 
io a lifeleſs Image of Religion, which the holy One of 1Faek | 
will deſpiſe when he awaketh unto judgment ; their fairh 8" 
no better than a fancy z their Godlinefs is not a GodImeſs'of || 
Gods making nor approving; they walk about in the ſparks © | vl 
that, fire which themſelves have kindled, and at Hlſt lie dowrl© 
in ſorrow. Be you wiſe for your ſouls, and deal prudently ; 
get that. faith which upon tryal will be found to praife and* 
honour,. much more precious than gold that periſheth ; be ye: 
provided with that OyI which will keep your Lamps burning” 
when the bleſſed C_ cometh. - 
_ 3. Follow them in the actings of, their faith. Grace is given” 
you, not only for Ornament, but allo for ufe ; we are not orfly. "| 
tq be juſtified by faith, and ſaved by faith, butto liveby faith... |": 
Have. you got it ? then ſuffer it not to lie dormant, but exerciſe 
it : Act your faith por Chriſt, his Mediation, Merits, and Inter-. 'F 
ccſſion:: He is a full Chriſt ; it hath pleaſed the Father, that *. 
in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, a falneſs that is far beyond your- | * 
emptineſs 3, live upon him therefore, and draw from him, you” |$} 
can never draw him dry : AC your faith pox the Covenant, it *: 
is an-everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all things, and ſure. Go © 
is ever mindful of it ; with it holy David comforted himſelf” |! 
i8 it he placed all his happineſs, and ſum'd up all his deſires. / 
Af your faith por the Promiſes ; thele arcexceeding great and* | 
precious, you cannot meaſure them, nor over-rate them: In 
them there is an anſwerablencſs to every caſe, a complete fuit- j 
ableneſs to every condition, in which you either are or can be. 7 
And you cannot over-truſt them, being Yea and Amen, of moſt* 7 
ſure-and certain accompliſhment : The Womb of Divine Pro- Ns 
miſe never miſcarried, but ſhall bring forth at the time of Hitz. 
all the mercics and bluthings with which 1t travails. Ever count #«' 
Gods Promiſe abundant ſecurity; and belicve that all Mountaths | 
which lie in the way; of ts performance, {hall be made a plains, +. 
rhe. J&1.4 


HSE 20 ] 
he darkeſt Providences are {till ſubſervient -to the-promiſe, 
figs being ſold - for a Slave, and clapt up in- a Priſon, were 
« Reps to his being made the ſecond man in the Kingdom. AR 
ar: falch .upoz the wiſdom and power, the love and care of your 
eeverty Father 5 know, he endears you, and will look after 
"__ s Glory ſhall not be loſt, nor given- to another ; his 
"Exuth. js great, and ſhall overcome 3. his Church 'is buult upon a 
"Rake and the gates of: Hell {þall not prevail againft it. Facob, 
though {mall, ſhall riſe; and though a worm, he ſhall threth the 
-mountains z- the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet ſhall be caſt into a 
lake of fire, burning with brimſtone, and the glorious victory 
ſhall be the Lambs 3 for he is King of kings, and Lord of lords; 
and they that be with him,. are choſen,. and faithful, and 
't 


 Elieve, and rejoyce while you believe, that when Gods de- 
ſperate Enemies are at work, He himſelf is not idle, but: ob- 
_ ſexyes them, js in the Conclave and the Cabal, undermines them, 
caunter-atts them, and will turn their counſels backward or 
headlong, ſo that no weapan (ball' proſper which they form a- 
gainſy his cauſe and pegplez but he will accompliſh the thoughts 
of his heart, which ſhall ſtand in all generations ; and effett his 
own' deſigns, and be abſolute Maſter of al! his ends,” finiſhing 
all, the work which he hath to do in the world, aid Nr with- 
out lofing either time or ground 3 as our days go off, ſo Cods 
work goeth on, it is never out of hand. Thys at your faith 
- upon God in all conditions, and under all diſpenſations; when 
you are high, and when low, yea at the loweſt, for (till, ſtil], 
ſtill the everlaſting arms, arms, are underneath. In theſe attings 
. of faith thoſe holy men lived, and ſo muſt you, otherwiſe you 
will never be eſtabliſhed, much lefs in fuch gloomy, tottering, 
turning, and tumbling times as theſe are. | 
4. Laſtly, Follow them in the fruitfulneſs of their faith. 
Your gracious Paſtors were .not, neither may you be Solifid;- 
as : As they did believe, fo they maintained good works, and 
by that means obtained a good report. While you know that 
faith juſtiteth you, you muſt alſo know, it 1s your duty to 
| ; 2 1{+16e 


Jaſtifie your faith; that faith which is alone, is ſtark naught, it 
' 8 dead; and-rotten, and ſtinks above- ground ; ſhew me, 
ſhew the wotld your faith by yourworks. | If you ask me. what 
fruits they. are which grow upon the root of faith, and prove 
--1t genuine? I Anſwer, all the fruits of the ſpirit, in which ye 
mult abound, if you would have an abundant entrance into the 
glorious: Kingdom of our God. and Saviour. But, I (hall ſpeak 
only t0-three,; Holineſs, Love, Fog. | 
1. Follow them in their Holineſs. A wicked. Believer-is as 
meer an impoſibility as a'gracious DNeyil.z ſuch a faith as will 
conſiſt with the love, and hfe, and reignof fin, is no better than 
what may be fougd in. Hell among lapſed Angels, and damned fi 
Spirits, who, as the-Apoſtle; Faxes tells us, Believe and tremble. 
hereſoever true faith is, 1t purifies the heart, and: reforms F* 
the life, and orders the footſteps according to the word : As ${ 
1t cloathes the ſoul with the beautiful Robe of Chriſts Righ- 5 
tequſaels, ſoit ſubjects the foul to his governing Scepter and | 
Law 3 -t lets. Chriſt in, and caſts corruption out ; when Chriſt þ 
dwells an the heart by Faith, he ſhines in the life by Holineſs : $" 
The pearl of faith is never found in the dunghil of profanenefs. | 
Study then, ſtudy holineſs, and perfeCt it too in the fear of” |: 
God ;,. think with your ſelves what manner of perſons ye ought & | 
to be, how acurate and exaCt in your whole courſe; remem- 
bring, That grace of God which bringeth ſalvation, and hath aps | 
« peared unto you, teacheth Jon, that denying ungodlineſs and world-" F 
ly Iuſts, ye ſhould live ſoberly, righteonſly, and godly in this preſent 3, 
evil world, 2 Tit. 11, 12. And that you ought to be like-your | q 
Father, who is holy 1n all his ways, and righteous in all his '} 


works. When therefore a temptarion to any fin aſſaults you, ! 
reſiſt it with utmoſt indignation, and ſay as Nehemiah did in * 
another caſe, Shall ſuch 2 man as I do this ? or as Joſeph, How \\ , 
ſhall I do this great —_— and ſim againſt God 2 or as that 4! 
good Woman | Chriſtiana. ſum] I am a Chriſtian. This, my 
dear Friends, this is the way to glorifie your God, to honour / 

your Religion, to credit your Paſtors. In this way you ſhall 


be their comfort while they live, their Crown when they are |; 
D dead, 
40's 


| ; 
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teat! y64 rhidid Joy td tejoycing iti the preſence of the Lord 
Jeſt OF IB w) © layineſs of your catfiages . 
ws the beſt Eolthhictidatiorf 6 tHe Mihitters-you lave; andof 
the Serttibns ' you heat '; ' whereas When' you' walk: diforderty, 
ahd as Enenics to the Crofs'of' Thrift, you ate our ſhame and 
Teproach, ſpots in our 'Afemblies, goads'in our ſides, and bur- 
dens-upon our {pirits': Let 116 mat nor workar! tell others they 
fit under my Miniſtry, unleſs they refolvEby'the grace of God 


to depart fron ihiquity. © 7 71 L 
2. Follow-then m their Love. | True faith' works love, and 
it ;- it Kitidles-4 pure -Aame of love, and then makes uſe 
ereof for the'promotinng 46d furtherance of All duty./ Have 
= fibt taken 'notice of your" Paſtors Tove ? - What did they 
ink too thuck to do for: you? They have hazarded their li- 
berty, and ſperit their ſtrength, and. broken their reſt, and 
waſted their lungs for you : They mourned under the untra- - 
ttableneſs of fome, and wete huthþled for. the unreformedneſs 
eforhers, who had fitined, amd 'had nor repetited # they Fonged 
for yout Converfion to God, and progreſs m [Religton, and 
growth in grace : They had'no greater Joythan toſce you walk- 
inthe trath's Oh! howdid'they prizeGod; and Chriſt, and 
you? how did they rejoyce m"their work, though hard, yet 
Breet 2 How welcome was'a Sabbath, 'uponi which'they might 
dtawy. their breaſts for your confolation, and *open their trea- 
ſts: for your intiching ? imitate you then in their love ; give 
the beſt, the flower, the quimtefſence of it unto God. Erect in 
your hearts a Throtie for Chriſt 3 love him as wetl-as you can, 
39d then mourn becauſe you love him ſo-kttle, and always pray 
- that you 'may love' him tnore-: Love one afrother dearly, for 
you. are brethren; and fo-fulfil the law of Chriſt, and prove 
your ſelves his Diſciples. Fave an univerſal love for all the 
Saints, all in who you can ſee [aliquid Chrifti ] any thing of 
Chrift; yea ſo loveall men, asto wiſh their good, and to do 
. then all the good you. cah, even your Enennes, your Perfecu- 
tors,. thoſe that hate you; do you hate their ſins and wicked 
ways, but loye-their perſons, and pray for their converſion and 
falyation. 3, Follow 


f 33? 24 
_ .* 3. Followthemin their Joy.. You read-of the joy of fait 
. and of the; $aints rejoycing in believing, with jexwn/beckable # 
full of glovy. Certainly it is a duty incumbent upon allthe Saints 
ta rejoyce in the Lord, and that evermore ; and call tq remem- 
brance the times that axe _ Haye you not ſeen the faith off 
- your Paſtors buddingand blooming with joy, when you have 
wax ſinking, and: days bave been dark, and fears many 2 Have I 
you get ſeen a {inileypoh their. brow, even then when there was Þ 
aCloug:upon their tabernacle? You have indeed been acquaint- $7] 
£d a ſorrows, and their tears, becauſe men hated tobe 
reformed; wauldinbt baepGods Law;but diſkonoured his Name, 
.and oppoled his Golpd,; and would break his bands afunder, and Wy 
-calt away tis cords them 31hut youhave alſo been privyto, KF 
and witneſs of ithewy joys follow them in this: Let them that 
are'of a fearful heart befrong 3 be you of a cheerful ſpirit, and {” 
let your brethren/and others {ce youre fo. You have, Saints, | 
- zmatterof rejoycing/ui your worlt,conditiobs 5 nay,-let me fay 


' ” 
1 


1 
. . x 
'this, You have much mere matter of rejoycing than you now h 


have, or ever fhall have of ſorrow and difquiet. For, if you be 


xeally what: you profcſs-your ſelves to be, God is the.cauſe and | 


- matter of your rejoyaing 3 it is he that is your .comfaxt- and 
your glory, P/al. 43.4. I will go, faith that ſweet finger of Iþ 


2 


rad, unto the! Altar of .Ged, aAnto (God my exceeding joy : or -as the 4 'Þ- 


margin-tells you it is inthe HehrewgantoGod the gladneſs ofmy V: 
Joy. Now I beſeech you, if yau-can, tell-me, What.can poſſibly 7* 
bez 1 ask you again, what .can poſſibly be-ſogreatacauſeaf Gd. fl 
neſsiand ſorrow, as your/God 45, of joy-and rejaycing? Thou,O 

-poor drooping ſan], thinkeſt thou haſt a great many-ſins in thy 
.heart,and the Church of Chriſt hath a great manydangers atthis 


day in poor England, (City and Country is full of them; and | , 


doubtleſs all ths ts very true, too too-true, the good Lord help 


tf 
ws. Yet know,;God.is above them all, and greater than them all: } 


{Heds.greater than all thy (ins, and ſo can bothpardon and fubdue 
them : -He-is greater. than all;his Churches enemies, and-ſo can 
either reconcile-antl change-them if he pleaſes, or curb and con- 


ly 


quer them. As he 1s greater than all. our dangers, and ſo can. caſt- iy 
| D 2 mM; 
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Ay obviate arid prevent then : He catrwith iawordcommind de- 
*hiverancs, and create peace; and place 'a'&fence upon and abont 
all-our glory. You have, my Brethren; at'all tim&, in the very 
worlt times, more cauſe of joy in God, than you can have of for- 
row and diſcouragement in any thing, nay in all things. This 
made the holy Prophet take np that brave reſolution, Hab.3.17, 
I8. To rejoyce in the Lord, Ms. to joy in the God'of his ſalvation; 
though there ſhould be a famine m'the workd, and the ſtaff of 
creature-comforts ſhould be broken to- pieces 3 though earth 
ſhould fink under him, yet he: would by faith hang 'upon-a 
|, God above him; and as long as he had a God' above to liveup- 
- on, his joy ſhould live -and flouriſh : He knew:not only how 
to make a mea}, -but how to feaſt it upon God alone. Thus 
| have I at large ſet before you that duty whicl is incumbent 
upon you in reference to- your deceaſed Paſtors, who# have 
Preached to you the Word of God); it heth in theſetwothings, 
Remember them— Follow their faith. Now I come to the laſt 
clauſe in the Text, which you may look upon either as a third 
duty, or an excellent means for the commending' of the two 
former, and facilitating them unto you ; and that you' have 
in theſe words, Conſidering the end of their converſation. 


Here again you have the Act, Conſtdering: and the Objed, 

The end of their converſation. - I will begin with the former. 
Conſidering. We ought tobe a confidering people z it would 
be our ſafety, our honour, our comfort and advantage every 
way, as I could eafily ſhew you. We ſhould fin les, if we 
would conſider more. Moſt, if not a}l our fins come in at 
this door, want of conſideration. Men do not eonfider, 
their ways. lead: direftly to Hell, going down to- the Chams 
bers of Death ; and therefore they go on m them : They 
do not look into rhe ſtate of their ſouls, nor conlider how 
affairs -ſtand with them; and ſo when they ſhould mourn 
and weep, they live jovally, and frolick their days away, 
dancing and roaring upon the very brink of the burning 
lake ; They do not conlider-the pearl. of price, how orient 
, it 
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it .is,. how excellent and ineſtimable ; and therefore they do# 
not elf all, and buy it : They do not conſider the worth of 

their ſouls, that they are immortal, and their ranſom preci* 
ous., and therefore they barter them away - for a filthy luſt 
and tranſient pleaſure. Men do not - conſider how ſordid 
and odious a thing it is, how ill-becoming them, how hate- 
ful to God, and how exceedingly it inflimes their reckoning, 
and will one day add to their torments, :o (vill like a Swine; | 
- to be filthy like a Goat, to curſe like a Devii, an to ſwear 
like a Cutter ; to profine Sabbaths, and 150 ar F.-ligion, to 8 
hate the power of Codlineſs, and periecut. thots that are 
ceable in a Land. Due and ſerious -0i7 ter tion, my 
rethren, would corret& all theſe things, it ould reform a#Þ 
thouſand diſorders, and we ſhould have anotier world. And $ 
until' this be, the warld will be the old world: ſtill - we $7 
ſhall find it as bad as ever, a wicked, malicious, and' trou- # | 
bleſome world; Cain will kill Abel till 5 And they that are © | 
born after the fleſh, will perſecute them that are born after the \F 
ſpirit. T (hall! not at all wonder to fee men carry like Bed: $\\ 
[ams, to ſee them raging-mad in fin, fo long as they live like-4 
fools, without conlideration. is; 
Well, my Friends, if any will be vain and fooliſh till, let > | 
them be ſo: As for you, reckon upon it as your wiſdom and: | # 
intereſt to do nothing raſhly, not to paſs over things lightly, 4/4 
not to run: on headily ; look before you leap, ponder your }* 
path, try all things. Conſider thoſe things which we detiver:#- 
to you in the. courſe of our Miniſtry, and require of you: 
im the Name of our God, whether they be not moft holy, /| 
and juſt, and good. Confider thoſe things we propound || 
to you , the great and gracious offers we make ,, w = 


you can any where elſe better your ſelves, and get a more |. 

ainful bargain ; ſce if we do not out-bid all the world; and 3 
offer mo Bck a match for your ſouls, as 1s the chiefeſt of*? 
ten thouſands,-altogether lovely, without compare. © ye fools, 3 | 
be ye of an NN lerianding heart. | 


We [* 


ES [. ©26* | 
"We would not have you embrace our counſels, 'and ol, 
Joy our direMons blindfold. We canſaythis, We counſe] you 
| we do our ſelves, and. we lay no other burden upon you 
upon our ſelves, and your ſouls are precious. to. 1 as 
ur own, and it ſorely troubles vs to think of .Your ternal 
muſcarrying,..and our hearts would greatly rejoyce, even ours, 
Ef that dare were over, and that we.did but ſee you in that 
fender and mighty-hand, out of which.none can pluck you : 
e&t we would not have you take all upon truſt from us ; an 
4mplicit faith, and a blind obedience not. pleaſe us : No, 
weigh things in right balances, compare;the ſervice of ; Chriſt 
with the drudgery of a Devil, and Tervice of ſin. peace 
conſcience, with roaring in a Tavern; the kiſſes of a G2. 
viours lips, with the careſſes ' of a Minion5 the favour of 
Chriſt, with the finiles of a Man 3 a being filled with the {þir 
It, -wath -a being drunk with- wine in which is. a brutifying 
xcels. Compare contrivances for God, with plots for Rome, 
and-conſpiracies. againſt Princes; an heavenly mind, with earth- 
ly affeFionss an intereſt in promiſes, and an inheritance in Hea- 
ven, with an ill-gotten gow = hf þ bolxn hug __— a gow 
Iin--t. + e, 1 fay, . the _ things together, and con ider, 
and then chuſe,  Ler fore men £5 her ch wal 9c, 
tongues are their own, only let them remember, they muſt at 
Haſt be .accountable for their wonds 3, as for us, we would 
-Dbaye you .rational .4n your Religion, rational in your beliey- 
20g and living; uſe' your reaſon in all things within its reach, 
RT fl es to. determine in matters too high for it, in 
pvints. of Faith, that could never have been known by us, 
-but by. Divine Revelation, .hath .much more i of 10 It, 


than tocall a Countrey-clown from tollowing fe Ploygh, 
to ſit:down at the Helm, and determine jn, the |. Arcane Jmpe- 
41 ] myſteries. and. riddles.of State. Uſe all the reaſon you bavg, 


+ only. be not unreaſonable :in you. reaſonings 5 and believe. it, 
we are not afraid of having things ont tO a tryal; the 
| cauſe of Godlineſs is too good to be calt, when it hath irs 


hearing before a prudent, impartial, and righteous Judg. 


ev ted, andy bo only Tx Nr ey ; ſo the 
riginal ' word fighnifies | dralayj&Tie-} con ing” again and 
NN, en hfterca this aft ;* think of it - h LE think 
of , it anon ; to day and to morrow, every day. The' things WM! 
of God, the matters of Religion, the produt and iſſue of anW 
holy life, 'do deſerve greateſt ſeriouſneſs, and moſt frequent: 
thoughts; there is nothing in the world ſo. conſiderable in i 
ſelf as theſe things: are, and-therefore nothing in the world 
1s ſo worthy of your conſideration. Befides' the merit of 'the 
things, the dulneſs of the heart calls for it. Ahlas1 we are 
not eaſily wrought upon 3 our minds are blockiſh, our wills 
ſtubborn, our hearts obdurate, our. judgments do not readily-; 
aſſent to truth, .nor our wills cloſe with goodneſs. We areas; 
the Difciples were, ſlow of: heart to believe, and ſubmic and'® 
embrace: the things of Mod. There muſt be precept upor wh 
precept, and line upon line 3 and” there had need be ,un de-- 3! 
ration conſideration, and prayer -upon prayer, and” alt* F 
this is little enough; nay all this, and more than this would © |' 
be too little, were not God pleaſed to bare his Onnipoteng4} 
Arm, and to make it- a day of power upon the obdurate 
and refractory ſinner. Slight. thoughts and tranfient glances-»* 
will make no impreſſion, will kill no fin, nor-kindle any holy : *! 
heat 3 it is the fixed eye that doth affe&t the heart ; as' the-4 4 
Burnivg-glaſs muſt be for ſome* ttme held with a ſteddy hand. * 
in the beams of the Sun, before it will fire combuſtible mat--4Þ 
ter. Be much then in the work.z let not vain thoughts - lodg,” 
but let holy thoughts abide and dwell within you. 4 
. . $0. much for the. Alt. I now come to the Objed, What” \* 
18 it that we are to confider? -What ? truly you need never F 
be at a lofs for matter of conlideration-, moſt choice 'and ex= 

ceflent matter, «zz» God himſelf, and the operations of . his - 
hands, in Creation-work, and atts, of. Providence ; ſpecially Wi, 
that .admirable Maſter-piece, 'finmers Redemption and Salvati-« 
on. - Conlider your ſelves, your hearts and ways, and lattee: *” 
end; together with that infinite Ocean of Eternity into which” 
ou muſt lanch; and thoſe two places, ' Heaven and Hell, into _' 
whiotr all Intellectual and .Rational.-beings ſhall be. gathered. j,+\ 
o Cons: f 


3 
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-and ſearch the Scriptures dai- 


onfider the Sermons you hear, 

ys bring all that is ſaid in the Pulpit to the Lay and tothe 
eſtimony; and ſee whether. thoſe things be ſo or” not. In 
Prayer confider in what a preſence you. are, and with what 
a glorious Majeſty you have to do.3 what great Mercies and 
Bleſſings you have to. ſeek, and do not offer the-facrifice of 
fools.. Confider the Worſhip you perform, whether the word 
will warrant it, and God accept it 3, many things that are-ve- 
'TY pretty 1n the account of men, are very ugly 1n the ſight of 
God. Conſider the*opinions you take up, the DoQrinesyou 
believe, whether they be truths of God, what foundation they 
have in the Scripture, with what evidence they come upon 
your minds, and what work” they have made within. TI might 
Multiply particulars to this purpoſe, but ſhall forbear. "The 
Text dire&ts you to a very proper Object, Conlider your Pa- 
tors, in the evd of their converſation. 
> King Solomon was a very wile man, and very conſiderate; he 
went too far in his trial and ſearch for an happineſs under the 
Tan ; and being out of his way, he was often 1n the ditch; yet 
-Whereſoever he was, he ak conſideration with him : You 
. find him one while returning and conſidering oppreſſcon, Eccleſ. 
«4. T1. another time you find him retur2:7ig and beholdirig vanity 
| wader the ſim, Eccleſ. 4.7. and at another time he is buſily ta- 
.ken up in the ſluggards field, Prov. 24. 30, He went by the field 
.of the ſlethful : he ſaw and conſider d it well, and lookt upon it. 
What did he obſerve there? Two things; The poſture of the 
Hield, and the iſſue of the Owner. The ficld lay over-grown 
-Wwith thorns, covered with nettles, having its (tone-wall broken 
down; and as for the end of its Owner, that was beggary ; he 
Had not ſo many rags to his back, as he had nettles in his ground. 
- Poverty and want came upon him as an armed man. King Solo- 
. 201 confider'd all this, and. receiv'd inſtruction. He was the bet- 
ter for it while he liv'd. If we would be wife, we might 'get 
-g00d out of nettlesz turn every thing we fee, into ſpiritual 
advantage. Honey is by the induſtrious Bee ſuckt out of net- 
tles and weeds. But, 
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Husbandman. And do you conſider it well, obſerve how it is 
watched and manur'd,and kept; how curiouſly it lies, and how 
fertil iris ; what pains the induſtrious owner took in ſowing, 
and what comfort he hath in reaping; obſerve his harveſt joy, 
when he goes home at night carrying his ſheaves with him. 
We will conſider here two things. 

1. 'Avzoegqn, their Converſation. 

2. Kamwpepqn, the end of their Converſation. 

1. Conſider their Converſaticn, all the windings and turn- 
ings of their lives,take ſpecial notice of the whole,and of each 
particular. Conſider them in a}} their Capacities, Private and 
Publick, as Men, Chriſtians, Ecclefiaſtick Governours, In all 
their Relations, as Neighbours, Friends, Maſters, Parcnts, Hus- 
bands, Miniſters. In all times, ſerene and cloudy, halcion and 
tempeſtuous, 1 all conditions, high and low, proſperous and 
adverſe, in Honour and diſgrace. In all theſe conſider the even- 
neſs of their ſpirits, the ſtedfaſtneſs of their faith, the holineſs 
of their walking, their induſtry and patience, their ſelf-denial 
and ſubmiſſion, their meekneſs and contentation, their purity 
and zea). Conſider how in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not 

with fleſhly wiſdom, bur by the grace of God they have had 
their Converſation in the World, 2 Coy. 1.12, 

2. Conſider the end of their Converſation. A rwos-fold end, 

which I ſhall give you up intheſe rermes, ſince better do nor 


occur at preſent. 
1, The end of their deſires. 
2. The end of their days. 
1, Conſider the end of their defires, what they propound to 
themſelves, and aim ar in all they do, and which indeed their 
hearts are very much upon. Would you know what it is, I an- 
ſwer negatively; Not a name among men, to be carried alofr 
by the fading breath of popular applauſe. Alasthar is a vain 
thing that will pleafe and fatis'y none bur a light and empty 
Spirit, With them it was a very light thing 10 be judged by 
E | mus 


Iamcalling you to turn, nor into the Field ofthe heavy and _ 
lazie drone, but into the Field of the diligent and laborious + 
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mans judgement, 1 Cor. 3.34. That wind continueth not long in 
one corner, Our dearcit Lord Jeſvs ſpake and lived as neyer 
man did, he excelled and outlihined all that ever.” the world 
could glory in, the brighteſt ſtars were darkned by that beau- 
tiful Sun, yet he, eyen he met witha crucifie him, aſter an Ho- 
ſanv»ah in the higheſt. Again, their end was not worldly riches 
and ſccular adyantages, not yalt and ſwoin eſtates, on which 
the greater part of the Sons of men dote, yea too many pro- 
tcſlors, theſe did flie an higher pitch, A liberal maintenance 
was their'due, the communication of their ſpirituals did rich- 
' Iy deſerve a return of your temporals, which ro make is-not 
your charity but duty, yet this was not their cnd. I could tell 
you of ſome, who for your ſakes have greatly deny'd them- 
ſelves; Others have laboured hard and ciicarfully in the mid(t 
,of hardſhip and want. They have hugg'd opportunitics of 
- bringingto hungry ſouls bread from Heaven, cluſters from the 
Land ot promiſe, when they themſelves have, as to their out- 
ward condition, been in a dry and barren wilderneſs : but affir- 
matively thus,the end at which they aimed did conſiſt of theſe 
three things, which were worthy, moſt worthy bf ſuch truly 
noble ſouls. 

1, The glory of the ever bleſſed God, which is his own ſu- 
preme and ultimate end in all he doth; and indeed nothing be- 
low the glory of God is fit to be advanced to the ho- 
nour of ſuch an end; Now this was the end of thoſe holy men, 
Tome to live & Chriſt faid Paul, F h1il.1.21, Re was the Author, 
preſerver and comfort ; he was the pattern and end of Paul's 
life : the advancing of his name, the ſetting forth of his excel- 
lencies, the inlarging of his territories,and increaſing the num- 
ber of his ſubjes, was the ſcope,the white at which he levell'd 
all his ations: and thisalſo was principally deſigned by your 
gracious and faithful Paſtors : Chriſt they loved,and Preached, 
and exalted ; ſor him they contended, for him they ſuffered,for 
him they were ready to have died; for the proclaiming of his 
Rightcouſncſs, yea his only, and for the maintaining of his Au- 
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bold and God-daring invaſions of th: grand Roman-Impoſtor 
and Uſurper with his Adhercents. Doubtleſs nothing was. ſo 
ſweet to them as ſerviceablenefs to this purpofe, Contributions 
hercunto did not only reconcile them to their own cectipfes, 
reproaches, loſſes'and ſufferings, bur alſo put, a p!caſantneſs in- 
to them. John the Baptiit ſpeakirfg of this blefled Bridegroom, 
cquld ſay in the uprightneſs of his hearr, 704.3.29.30. This my 
Joy is fulfilled ; he muſt increaſe, but T miſt decreaſe; And you 
find' AF, 5. 40, 41. when the Apoliles.'had been beaten for 
Preaching up Jefus, they departed from the preſence of the Coun: 
cil, rejoycing that they were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for 
hs Name. Now, my Brethren,this is ſuch a pitch as the moſt 
raiſed Heathen, and ſublimated carnal man/never yer ſoared ; 
their principles are too low and ſordid, their wings too weak 
and feeble ro admit of fo lofty a flight, Let nature and the 
power of it be never ſo much commended by its admirers, the 
natural man withour a x whomgin principle, and the ſweer, 
vet mighty aſſiſtance” ot. ſpecial grace, never did, ncyer eari 
make God his higheft end: No; no, ſelf ſticks. roo cloſe to him, 
and is predominant; it.is both ar the 'top and bottom of all his 
aCtions, and doth jndeed run quitethorough them. Whereupon 
Theophyla#t ſaid,” yoo cannor inſtance in'one good Heathen, 
becaufe whey did Al'fo Yain-glory. | 

"2; Your, deceafed Paſtors deſigned the ſalvation of their own 
ſouls; intcreſt in God, communion wirh him,and fruition of him, 


raſts of his ſwectneſs, ſights of his beauty now,and fatisfaCtion, 


hereafter. They were of Dawid's mind, and rcjoyced in the 
ſame hopes. ' David had bcen ſpeaking of the men' of the 
world, how they had their bcllics filled with hid treaſures. Oh! 
that is good, ſay ſome, we wiſh we had our belly fu!! roo ; but 
ſtay, that which ſpoiled all is this, thatthey had their portion 
| in this life. The comforts of the world are good eni'oyments, 
but they arc a-bad portion; that holy ran did think them {o, 
| and therefore cloſed moit ſweetly thus, T/il.19.15. As for me, 
| 1 w;ll behold thy face in righteouſneſs, 1 ſhall be fitisfied when 
I awake with thy likerieſs, It is as it he had ſaid; Every 
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one 23 he likes, if theſe men ſee ſo much in the world,let them 
rake it, and much good may it do them; when they have their 
bellies full, ler them po to reſt,and ſing themſelves aſleep in the 
lap of | mapa at the breaſl of creatures; when God awakens 
them,they will find emptineſs and pain, having fed all along 
upon wind and aſhes. * As for me, 1 will not be put off with 
theſe things, they are but for the body, but for the belly which 
muſt be deſtroyed, for that part of man which ſhall neyer be 
glorified. As for me, I ſtudy the $ood of my precious ſoul, 
and am ſet for a portion for my ſoul; I would have my por- 
tion to take when their portion is ſpent: I am for beholding 
theface of God, and ſatisfaftion with the likeneſs of God; and 
when I once have that,] am ſure that I ſhall have enough both 
of his love end of his glory. 

Paut laboured more abundantly than all; if you ſhould ask 
him, what it was he Jaboured for, hetells you, I and my faith- 
ful Brethren Iabour that whether preſent or abſent, they 
might be accepted of God, 2 Cor.5.9. We would gladly be ac- 
cepred of the Saints, bur our chief defire and ambition is to be 
accepted of the God of Saints, and to be received to live with 
him as his Children for ever. And ſurely their greateſt Adver- 
ſaries may well allow them this. We all know, there is a ſcan- 
tineſs in the creature, and a narrowneſs in the world; from 
whence proceeds ſhouldering, and juſtling,and ſcrambling; but 
the Divine Love is infinite, the fulneſs of a God inexhaus- 
ſible, and in Heaven there are many manſions, room enough, 
and happincſs enough, and glory enough for all that ſhall 
come thither : let us not quarrel & the way, nor attheInne; 
at home, ar our Fathers houſe, there is fulneſs of joy and plea- 
[ares for evermore. 

3, Laſtly, They delir'd and aim'd at the ſpiritual good, 
and eternal welfare of your ſouls: To bring you. unto Chriſt, 
to build you upon Chriſt, to keep you from departures from 
him, and. from unſtedfaſineſs with him; in a word, to be in- 
ftrumental for the making you meet to be partakers of the in- 
herirance of the Saints in light. Your ſelves are witneſſes - 

the 
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the pains they cok among you, God is witneſs of their ſus, 
dies for you, the tears they ſhed in private, the prayers they ÞW- 
made, in which they wreſtled with great wreſtlings, that you! 
might live in his ſight, and neither fall ſhort of the grace 
which is beſtowed upon his people, nor of the Reff, which re-, 
mains for them. I dare with higheſt confidence affirm, theſe 
were the ends at which they principally aimed, and donot fear 
being put to the bluſh ar laſt, as one that is found a lyar. " 
2. But now let us conſider the end of their daies, their [*- 
Bzois] laſt end, their going off the ſtage of the world, and out of } 
this vail of tears. What Exiſt have they ? how come they off 
at laſt? forthat is the import of the word in the Original ; 
which (faith a Learned Critick) is a metaphor taken from WF 
thoſe, who being incompaſt about with thieves, are in danger * 
on every fide; how do they eſcape? Faithful Paſtors are tha | 
light ot the world, but how many are there every where putÞ. | 
ing at them-! They are the Salt of the earth, bur how do the *' 
wicked. endeavour to caſt all this Salt upon the dung-hill! and ; 
what an unſayoury world ſhould. we have then? They are \ 
troubled on every ſide,and in all revolutions of Kingdoms and. '” 
Nations, none are ſo much expoſed to hazard as they. Well ' 
now, obſerve and conſider the end, the laſt AR, and bleſſed be ©. 
our good God, you ſhall find that z» the Evening it is light, 
[Finzs coronat opus| Their End is ſuch as that it crowns their þ 
works; ſuch as makes them free to tell the world, that their 
Jabour hath not been in vain in the Lord, becauſe ir fully an- ; 
ſwers all their hopes and expeQations; nay, doth unſpeakably 1 
excecd them. Ir is fuch an End as is deſirable for all men, Even: 
a Balaam wiſhed thus, Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my laſt end be like his, The vile wretch did not like ' 
the righteous mans life, that was too refined and. ſtrict for him-}," 
who loved the o_ of unrightcouſneſs,. but he would fains 
have his end. And you will ſce no cauſe at all ro wonder ar :* 
it, if you will but retire a little, and in good carneſt conſider 
theſe things. . ; 
1, The End. of your faithful Paſtors, yea and of faithful 
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wiſtians roo is 2 welcome end,” Orhers, like the fool in the 
Goſpel, have their ſonls raken from them; there is a force pur, 
if they could reſiſt, they would : in a fullen. mood and diſcon- 
red fie-they will call for death; bur when it comes indeed, they 
with it farther off Whereas: rheſe reſign; their ſouls, and 
give up the Ghoſt, and-commetid their fpirits-into their Savi- 
ours hand, They did according to their dury love their work, 
and Relations, and Friends, and Comforts, yea and glory in the 
Crois of Chriſt, 'bur rhey can freely bid tarewel to all, when 
they know they ſhall, and think they'do-goro God, Theugh 
their daies-be few; yet they depart hence full of daics, be- 
eauſe-rhey have had their fill of living, they do not only ſub- 
Mit to'God, when he ſends for them, bur alſo are well p!ca- 
ſd, *the World was crucified to them, and they to the World ; 
&when things are once bronghr'ro thar'paſs,it is no hard mat- 
rex to-parrthe World is weary of them, beeaufe they convince 
and condemn it; and they arc weary of the World, becauſe of 
'#s wickedneſs and frowardneſs. . It is rerrible ro think, what 
2 {trugling there'is whena Wicked min comes'ro Yic:Methinks 
ris ſomerbing-like;thotih'qpruch beyond that of the Vine and 

ie, whit e-reft®þf-the Trees would have made one of 
them King; Oh, ſaith-rhe Vine, 'how ſhall T leave my ſweer- 
neſs ? and I, faith the Olive; my, fatnefs ?'So ſay ungodly men 
wpon x dying-bcd, how fhalt Feave my jovial and merry com- 
J panions my Benqurs ang prefetnients, my*Yiches and eſtate, 
ny pleaſures'and'delighrs? if theſe be once gone, a!l is gone 
i with me,there is nothing left, T have nothing to take to. Death 
rumes theres at once. . Alas, thefe, poor creatutcs arc not 
btanches of-the Vine, they arc nar” ingrafted into the Olive, 
they arcbramBles; and it is nor firange that they ſhould ra- 
ther chuſ®' rorme grrearth, than ro burn in Rell. | 

But when theſe holy men come to Gie, wharcver ſtruglings 
there arc ity nathts, they chbartully* comply. Death is whet 
they have lovked"afid Yorgrt for. Pl deſired to be diſſolved 
and to be with Chriſt, Thl. 1.23. They groan carnclily to be 
eiathed upon with-a robe of glorv, and that houſe which is 
trom 


>þ Wl 
from Heaven, 2 Cor.5.2.They have been familiar with death, they 
have prepared for it, and waited for it, and 'given many a long 
look; and what ſhould hinder their bidding ot it welcome, fince 
they know itcames upon a good errand, though it te a grim 
Metlenger. 

2. It is apeaceable end. Ifa wicked man ſhould fay to Death, 
as Foram did to Jehu, is it peace, Death 2 He might expect ſuch 
an anſweras he had. What peace, lo longas thy rebellions, and 
whoredoms, and abominations are ſo many ? peace ? no,no peace. 
I am come to arreſt thee upon Actions of high Treaſon againſt 
the King of Heaven. The Soveraignty, Holineſs,Goodnels, Son, 
Goſpel), Mercies, Judgments of God have brought in their charges 
againſt thee, and I am come to drag thee as a curſed Malefactor 


to tlie tribunal of thy Judge, where thou ſhalt be convicted and: 


ſentenc'd. 

But now if theſe gracious men ſhould ask death, as the EZ- 
ders did Samuel, comeſt thou peaceably? the anſwer would be, 
yes peaceably. 1 was thine Enemy, but I am reconciled. A 
good Friend of thine hath pluckt out my ſting, ſo that Icannor 
hurt thee. I am come to tetch thee home. I am cometo fend 
thee to a place where thou haſt laid upgreat hopes, and many 
prayers, and much treaſure, toa place where thy Father is, and 
tiy Saviour, and an innumerable company ot Angels, and Spi- 
rits of juſt men made perfect; many of them thou knoweſt, 
moſt ofthem thou knoweſt not ; yet all of them, one and ©o- 
ther, are ready with joy to bid you welcome. Sanctifie thy 
ſelf, ſet thine houſe in order, and come away. As ſoon -as' 
ever I have taken oft this clog of earth,Angels ſh:ll, according 
to the charge their great Lord hath given them, receive thee, 
and conduct thee to Fehovahs pallace, where thou ſhalt quickly 
be; notiring by the way,and no want in the Countrey It is true, 
a malicious Devil is ready to fall upon the Saints, when they 
are weakeſt, and if God permit him, he will bruiſe their heel 
juſt when they are to go their journey. And ſometimes thereis 
a very ſharp bout, and ſoar conflict upon a © death-bed 
between him and them, but when once death is come, he parts 
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the fray, and allis quiet. The Devil may rage, and ſtorm,and 


tret,but he can.do-nothing elle. 

3. It 1s a comfortable end ; 1 deny not but a little beforethere 
| may be Clouds ,; .and this ſhady Valley ſo dark, as that the Be- 
lever 1s -at a great loſs. Thovgh his Title te good, yet he 
cannot read his Evidence. God may be pleaſed toput a Vail 
upon his own face, ard the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſuſpend his 
Beams. There may be a great filence in Heaven, and not one 
word of comfort ſpoken, that the attentive and liſtening Soul 
can hear. God is inceed Ly, but heis notſeen. He doth up- 
hold, but not revive. And hereupon there follows fad que- 
- ſtionings and het diſputes, zf it be ſo,why am 7 thus 2 will not God 
vouchiate me one ſmile now, and can I think he owns me for 
one of- his Children > 7s his mercy clean gone for ever > Hath he 
forgotten to te gracious, or reſolved he will not te ſo to me? 
Bur when it is thus very dark, the dawning of the day is near at 
hand. And oftentimes theClouds ſcatter, and the caſeis right- 
ly ſtated, and things are brought to ageood iſſue, Lefore the laſt 
blow tegiven. God comes 1n and takes ofthe ſackcloth, and 
puts upon his beloved Child a Garment of praiſe, ſo that now 
helics in ſlate upon his Bed of -Janguybment. But however, as 
ſoon as Death hath done his work, the diſpute is at an end, and 
the controverſie is determined on the Souls ſide.- And this is 
done when things have been atthe worſt. After the loweſt ebb, 
there then is a-{pring-tide of conſolation. Then the enlarged Soul 
doth magnifie the Lord, and the Spirit rejoyceth in God its Savi- 

Our. 
| But how often is it otherwiſe, have you notknown? have 
- -younotheard, that ſome of theſe precious Sons of Sioy, theſe 
heirs of joy and glory have triumphed over Death, even while 
they were under its aſſaults. When Death hath been makmg its 
moſt furious tatteries, then have they been ſinging their Song 
_ of praiſein the Apoſtles language andſirain, 1 Cor. 15.55,56,57. 
' OT eath where is thy ftirg ? O Grate, where is thy Vittery? The 
ſting of Death is fin, and the ſtreugth of ſin is the Law. But 
rhanks Leto God which giveth as the vittory through our Lord Fe. 
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ſes Chriſt. What raptures have they been in; and what extaſies 


of joy ? ſo thattierr pains and throws have been forgotten or 
neglected, How have ſome of thera told by-ftanders [ hic /at 
lucis] here is light enough,meaning in their breaſts. Andothers, 
that they were as full of joy as they could ho!d. God had anoint- 
ed them with the oyl of gladneſs againſt their burial, and made 
their cups run over, fo that their Hearts have leaped within 
them at the thoughts oftheir being upon the borders of Fter- 
nity, and ſonear the company which they lov'd ſo well. Wit- 
nels that morethan Swan-like Song of good old' Simeon, 7 ake 2. 
29.30.Lord now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in peace, according 
to thy word, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvaticn. Having gor 
his Heart, and Chriſt in his Eye , he would ſet up his Sail, and 
his Frait, Grace inbe gone tor the other World. 

4. It is an Honourable end. Wicked men goout in a ſtink,not 
only the groſly profane, but the hypocritical profeſſors, if dif: 
covered, as often they are. Their putrid carcaſſes arenot ſour- 
ſavoury as their Names. Specially theNames cfſuch profeſſors, 
who by their villanies have made Religion ſtink inthe noſtrils 
of toolith men ; though it is pity it ſhould. Let all men judge 
of our Religion, not by the praCtices of ſome that pretend- toit, 
but by its own Rules and Laws, which are the moſt exa&, ex- 
cellent, and noble, of any in the World. Burt let the name of 
the wicked rot,and indeed ſoit doth and ſhall There is a curſe 
upon it, and thatrots it. There was wickedneſs in their Lives, 
and that cauſeth rottenneſs in their Names. No good man will 
ſpeak well of them, and the commendations of the wicked are 
not worth the having, tor they are a realdiſgrace 

But rheſe followers ofthe Lamb have obtaincd a good report, 
and left it behind them. That Death,which males tizzm naked 
and bare of all their temporal enjoyments, cannot firip them 
of this. The rigarcouſnels of Chriſt, andthe graces of th= Spi- 
rit go along with them ; their works tollow them, an4 the re- 
membrance of their holineſs and uſctulneſs ſtays behind. How 
do their Relations and Friends want them > How do their People 
and acquaintance Lewail their abſence ! nay, ſome of their Ene- 

mies 


mies wull 7 fp upon their Herſe; And though they will 
not be ſo liberi-4s their Conſcience, nor ſpeak all that's put 
into their mouths, but ſuppreſs and detain ſuch truths in unrigh- 
teouſnels,. yet they will beſtow the Epithet of an honeſt man. 
That God whom they ſerved, hath ſaid, 7he Righteous ſhall be in 
everlaſting remembrance. He takes care of their names, as well 
asof their duſt. And he hath alſo ſaid, the memory of the juſt is 
Bleſſed. Ir is and ſhall be ſo, like a precious oyntment, which 

| fillsthe wholeplace where they lived witha fragrant odour, yea 
and places far remote. 

We cannot expect all ſhould ſpeak well of them. Some paint 
the Angels black; the Devil would have had Fob taken for a meer 
mercenary, although he was the Worlds none-ſuch for his up- 
rightneſs. Shimez curſed David, and 7ertullus the Orator 
threw dirt upon a Pau/. Chriſt himſelf was called a Deceiver 
after his death, yet He was in all things faithful to him that 
appointed him. When a// men ſpeak well of oxe, itis a ſhrewd 
fign, all was not well, Either ſomething was amiſs, they will 
be ſuch as their company is ; or elſe ſomething was wanting, 
viz, Faithfulneſs and plain dealing. It is honour enough to have 


Bo pour report among them whotear God, they are beſt ableto 


Judge, and moſt to be credited ; and this honour have all his 
Saints, allthoſe, whoſe character Ihave given you, and thoſe 
alſo who tread intheirſteps,and hold out to the end,ſo doing, 

5. Laſtly, It is a moſt bleſſed andglorious end. You, Slaves of 
Hell, who are at the Devils beck, and drudge for him all your 
days, committing uncleanneſs with greedineſs, and drawing fn 
as with Cart-ropes, what is the end you muſt expeC&t 2 The Apc- 
file tells you, Rom.6.21. The end of thoſe things 1s death. 

That is the beſt wages the Devil hath to beſtow upon his Ser- 
vants, anever-dying death, a death which is unſpeakably worſe 
than death, and their endis /hame. Now they are impudent,but 
thenthey ſhall be aſhamed. Dread ſhall fill thern,and ſhame cover 
them. That is the promotion of fools, Prov. 3. 35. Oh ! change 

x your Maſter,leave your work,break off your ſins by repentance, 
unleſs you think eternal death a good reward, and everlaſting 
thame deſirable preferment. But 
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But behold theſe ſervants of the Lord, who have ſerved their 
generation according to the will of God,and glorified him up- 
on carth, who have fought agood fight, and kept the faith ro 
the finiſhing of their courſe; who have deſired and endeayour- 
cd to turn many to righteouſneſs ; how is it with them, when 
their end comes? I want words, Tbe limes fall tothem in plea- 
ſant places, they have a good!y heritage. Who can ſumme up 
rheir happineſs? were one of them here, were an Angel here, 
he could nor tell you half. They are approved,and highly com- 
mended. The teſtimony given is, that 7hey pleaſed God; that 
they have done well, very well. | Enge bene ſerve] Well done 
good and faithful ſervant, thou haſt been faithful in thy little. 
Now they ſhine as Stars in the Firmament : now they have 
their Crown of Righteouſneſs,in compariſon of which therich- 
eſt Diadems are not worth taking up in the ſtreet. And their 
glory is anſwerable ro their Crown, Am exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, ſuch as hath ſubſtance and ſolidity in it. And 
no wonder if, together with all this, they have their joy, Ifany 
thing can, this will make them forger their former ſufferings, 
the worlds affronts and incignities, the angers and bitter un- 
kindnelles of their Mothers children, who are dandled in her 
lap,and yet are peeviſh with their weaned Brethren. All this will 
make them merry at keart, and cheerful in look, and ſing Alle- 
l1j5ah. They have a joy of God's making,.and maintaining; nor 
the crackling joy of the world, but the unconceiveable joy of 
their Lord; a joy too big for them to contain, though their ca- 
pacitics are greatly enlarged: it cannot enter into them, they 
1hall enter into it: a joy that ſhall fill chem ro the brim, and 
compaſs them round about: they thall be in joy as a full veſſel 


in the midſt of the immenſe Ocean. The doctrinal part being 


thus finiſhed, 1 ſhall ſpeak a lircle, and but a little in a way vt 

Application. And 
Uſe 1, My Reverend Fathers and Brethren in the Miniſtry of what - 
ſoeverJudgment you are in theſe divided times,give me leave in all hn- 
mility,yet with all earneſtneſs to beg of you, that you would to preach 
and walk, fo labour and live,as that you may be ex.mples to the flock, 
and your memory may be blefled. Oh! let us all look to it.thac we 
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kriow-and ſpeak the truth as it is in Feſus, not departing from the pitrity 
and ſimplicity of the Goſpel. Let us remember, whoſe Embaſſadours we 
re,and keep cloſe to ourCommiſſion,delivering only our Maſters word. 
et our lips preſerve knowJedge, and not cauſe people to erre, May 
our diſcourſes turn chiefly and moſtly upon thoſe two Cardinal points 
that Pauls did, Repentance towards God,and Faith in our Lord feſus Chriſt. 
Do what you can to turn your Auditors from all their immoralities to 
a ſober,civil, and unblamable life. Doubtleſs the Goſpel requires this, 
Chriſt came to redeem us not only from Hell and condemnation, but al- 
ſo from a vain and vicious converſation, And our perfection in Heaven 
will conſiſt in a compleat conformity to the Moral Law, If any decry 
Morality,it is becauſe they do not underſtand it. Yet my Brethren)let us 
alſo teach Faith'in Jeſus Chriſt ; do not rob him of any part of his glo- 
'»ry, to beſtow it upon another.Sure I am, that is far from Morality; it is 
hio good manners to deal ſo with a precious Saviour, to whom we are 
ihnitely and everlaſtingly obliged. And ſuch injuſtice will coſt them 
dear, that are guilty of it. Labour we to make men and women ſound 
lievers. Shew them the inſuffigiency of all they do to juſtifie them ; 
that they may never (with the beſorted Jews) go about ro eſtabliſh 
their own righteouſheſs,but ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of God,and by 
Faith put on that perfect ſpotleſs Robe, which our dear Jeſus hath 
wrought for humbled finners, Ir is that, and that alone, that can cover 
all our ſhame, and adorn our perſons, and make our beauty perfect, and 
us lovely in the ſight of God. Teach them to look after rhe inward 
glory which the King's Daughter had, P/zl. 45.13. but withall ro put on 

this clothing of wrought gold. 

And let us alſo live up to the Laws of our Religion. Away with co- 
verouſneſs and debauchery, Away with envy, malice and contention, 
Ler not the noiſe of Axes 'and, Hammers, and evil Tongues be heard 
among vs: Verily thefe things wil! not be for our honour. Beſpattering 
one "another 1s not a likely way to beautifie our ſelves ; it is a dirty 
trick, and ſome of that dirt which you throw upon others will fly back 
upon your ſclves ; or if not the fame, yet ſome as bad. This very work 
acfi'es you, That perſon hath no love in the family, who is of a'croſs 
ſ-irit, an4 delights in abuſing. Walk holily, and humbly, and in love. 
Let not head-divifions cauſe heart-diviſions. Hatred, variarce, emula- 

- ricus, wrath, ſiriſe, envyings, are works of the fl:ſh, as well as ſeditions aid 
kcrejics, Thele gratifie the Devil, and pleaſe Papiſts, but offend God, 
ard diſhonour you. Let all of us that fear God, and love godlinels, 

/ keep the wnity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, for we are Brethren. 
We ice the common Adverſary is at work to ruine and deſtroy us T4 

et 


4t]. 
let” riot us ſtrengrhen his hands for it by weakening our own, and de- 
Youring one another, : | 
Uſe 2. I would exhort you that are the People, to remember your 
deceaſed Paſtors, and follow their Faith. Ard in particvlar, do you 
ſer upon theſe duties, my dear friends, who are the Members of rhis 
Congregation, who fate under, and rejoyced in the Light and Labours 
of my deareſt Brother, your late Reverend Paſtor,Mr., Thomas Vincent. 
Concerning whom, much, very much may be (:i4 in his high and 


Juſt commendation. My acquaintance with him hath been ſhore,not full 


three years ; ſo that I cannot look back ſo far, nor inlarge ſo much up- 
on this noble and copious Subject, as ſome of my worthy Brethren 
could have done, had you pleaſed to have invited ore of them to this 
ſervice. Blefſcd be God there is no need of many words, for his works 
praiſe him in our Gates ; they will 1peak,though I ſhould be ſilent, But 
I know you do expect ſomething from me, which you may pleaſe to 
take thus. , 6508 

| Reverend Mr. Thomas Vinc-ut was a man really fer for Gud; having 
choſen him for his portion, and for his- Lord too. He was devored t9 
his fear and honour, and delighted greatly in communion with him : 
him he ferved with his ſpirit in the Goſpel of his Son. Prayer was his 
daily work, and great delight : he was much at it, mighty in it, and 
ſucceſsful roo. Many a gracious anſwer was given him from Heaven. 
This wreltling 7acob was a prevailing /ſ-azl, a Prince with God. 


He was a painful and induſtruous Labourer m God's Vineyard, lay- 


ng out himſelf ro the utmoſt for his peoples good. Oh ! how great 
was his zeal in the Pulpit? what his hand found to do, ' there he did ic 
with all his might. You his Auditors could not but conclude his Heart 
was in his work. He put up his requeſts ro God, and delivered his 
meſſages to you with inlargedneſs of (oul,and in the ſweat of his brows. 
I can aſſure the world, he was none of thoſe idle drones, thoſe flothful 
ſervants, who did the work of their Lord negligently. 

He ſtayed with you here in the time of thar noiſ»m and greedy Pe- 


ſtilence, which raged fo furiouſly, and devoured fo haſtily, and num- 


bred out many thouſands, and ten thouſands, to rhe Grave,when others * 


fled for their lives, he kept his ſtation ali the while, knowing he could 
not go out of Gods reach; the? arm of omnipotency could to bend his 
bow, and draw his arrow to the head, rhat ir thould flie as far as he 
could run, He knew his Guty and his ſafety lay tozether. He was how- 
ever freely willing to venture his life for the ſalvation of ſau's. 

He was found in his judgment, and turned nor afide to any errours 
upon the rigat hand or the lefr. His Dottrine ſpeak his faith in Chri't, 
anJ both that and his life expret his lov to Morality, an4 Piecy, -1 will 


. 
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| tell you one paſſage which came from him about three or fyur daies 
before his death. Asking him how it was within, He anſwered me,very 
well, adding withal; Bleſſed be God ſor an imputed Righteouſneſs, and bleſ- 
ſed be God for an inherent Righteouſneſs; Dear Brother, 1 muſt tell you, if I 
| had net an inherent Righteouſneſs, 1 could take no consfort from an im- 
puted Righteouſneſs. | 

He was of an unblameable Converſation. I never heard of one dead 
flie in his Box of Ointment, Did I ſay ; he was of an unblameable Con- 

verſation? it was too little a word, too ſhort by much ; He was of an 
exemplary Converſation; He reduced precepts into praftice, and was 
not only in his Doctrine, but'in his way too a ſhining light. | 

He was a ſweet Companion. Ah! my dear Brother, how plegfant,how 

very pleaſant waſt thou unto me ! Grace was poured into his lips, and 
they dropt as an hony-comb. I was beholding to him for frequent viſits, 
And though ſometimes my own occaſions were very preſſing and ur- 
gent, yet was his company never burdentom, for he ſtill detained me 
from buſineſs with delights and (ſweetneſſes. And if at any time I was 
nota gainer by his company, it was mine own fault. He was a warm 
Chriſtian, and carried up and down with him a heavenly fire, a Divine 
heat both in his heart and his diſcourſes. 

Some oppoſition he met with in his work, and diſcouragements, yet 

he was not diſcouraged, but held on his way, and grew ſtronger and 
. ſtronger [ Sub pondere crevit ] ſtorms made him root the faſter, and 
- flourith the more. He did not count liberty nor life dear to him, fo 
* that he might finiſh his conrſe with joy,and the miniſtry, which he had recei- 
ved of the Lord feſws, to teſtifie the Goſpel of the grace of God, 

And his bleſſed Maſter crowned his labours with admirable ſucceſs, 
-he did not draw up his net empty, nor had he cauſe to complain of la - 
bouring in vain,%& ſpending his {trength for nought G& in vain.He did ſee 
of the travail of his ſoul in the converſion of many, and will be able to 
ſay at laſt, Lord, here am 1, and ths Chilaren which thou haſt given me. 

But alas! alas! this bright and orient Star muſt fall, he muſt fall, 
not by the rail of the Dragon, but by the hand of death, did [ 
ſay, he fell? no, no, he roſe higher, and is now in the higheſt, with 
the higheit. This Star is removed into another Orb ! His Mantle of 
fleſh he dropt and Ic fr behind, bur his Spirit mounted, and returned to 
God that gave ir, And [| S; vervis auaacia detur ] give me leave to 
fav, a great man is fall/'n in London. His work was done, and his dear 
Maſter would not permit his ſtay after it ; but took him home,and gave 
him lis Crown, Hear a little my Brethren, of thoſe precious ſayings 
which flowed from him abundantly, that Night before a full ſurrender 
"Was made, What he ipake was taken þy the Pen of a ready Writer, 

. Out 


OLI 


4 


Out ofthat large Garden I have pickr” ſome few flowers, which I thys'\f 
make up and preſent vnto you. s; 0" if 
He bad his" Tight of comfort in that day of trouble, though not a | 
bright Sun-ſhine, yet under the thickeſt Cloud he could ſee grace in # 
his Hearr, and read his Evidence. Theſe words afſure us of that; Dear ' 
Jeſw, doſt not thou know that I love thee, though not with that ativity, | 
which others do, yet with truth of love. Oh! thou knoweſt that T love thee, | 
and wilt not thou love me,and manifeſt thy ſelf to me ? Lord thou knoweſt, 
the bent of. my heart was toward thy ſelf ; thou knoweſt, I laid up my treg- 
fure with thee, and made choice of Heaven for mine Inheritance, thou wilt * 
not forget it nw. { 

He had his experiences ready to produce, as Cordials to himſelf,and ! 
Arguments with his God, will you hear them ? Oh dear eſus,a glimpſe + 
of the light of thy Countenance is worth an age of pains and prayers,l have | 
had formerly, not only taſts, but large draughts ſometimes. Ah my dear | 
Father, thou haſt given me ſweet enconragement in waiting upon thee, and 
of late thou haſt not wholly turned thy back, Oh my dear feſus, didſt thou 
not manifeſt thy ſelf to me at the Sacrament when I was ſo very weak? did(t 
not thou give me ſome taſts that thou art gracious, and that thou didſt love 
me in particular, and that thow wouldeſt never leave nor forſake me, nor | 

uffer me to depart from thee , is this ſo long a time ago ? " 

He had high thoughts of God when he was at the loweſt, he juſtified * 
him, and that in this very Lauguage; O my Lord, will not complain of 
thee,though 1 muſt complain ts thee, I complam of my ſelf, but not of thee. [ 
have deſerved thou (houldeſt let me die in a Cloud, and though I do, I doubt " 
not but 1 ſhall be happy. 

He could with a compoſed Spirit take his leave,and ſhake hands with/ 
all. His expreſſions were theſe; Farewell the world, the pleaſures profits 
and honours of the worla : farewell ſin, I ſhall ever be with the Lord. Farewell 
my dear Wiſe, farewell my dear Children, farewell my Servants, and farewell 
you my Spiritual Children , whom he was at leiſure thus to adviſe, be 
careful in your choice of a Paſtor chooſe one,who in his Doftrinelife and man- 
ners may adorn the Geſpel; I ſhall be glad to meet you all in Heaven, This 
ſpake a calm within, a ſedate frame of Spirir.. 

He could welcome death, obſerve how his words were dipt in oy], 
when its hands were to be imbrewed in his blood. Oh noble Death,welcome, 
welcome, Would you know how this came to paſs? theſe words tell you. 
Death hath wounded my head, death hath wounded my breaſt (which was 
full of pimples) but he hath not wounded my conſcience, bl:ſed be God, He* 
could with importunity call for Death. Haſten, haſten, oh haſten Death, 
where is thy bow where thine arrows ,come,come,come,l am yet in the body, I 
am yet on earth,but it is Heaven, Heaven, Heaven,1 would fain be at. 1 ſeek; 


death | 
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RE Hic wasmor fatisfed with whathe had of Chriſt, Obſerve tio de- 
tires flat'd. Dear feſus,dexr facet Peſus come wnto megand manifeſt thy [elf 
9 methat athers muy fee and know that thou loveſt mt. Now if everznow, 
#012,n0w,f ever; nowrfever 5 O defr feſus. 1 am going ont of the bedy ta be 
with thee,to dex/-only with Spirits: Oh thit 7 might Jive the light of thy 
pamenance, the ſenſe of thy loye,oh bonie "iunto me.. 1 (ee. bt a iutle of -thy 
arty and! cRoeliciicy ;' db that 1 might ſee mare, and taſte mare; and enjay 
We,thatl may. have more than ever [ bad,and aſt mire than ever did, 
> And he longed | to* be »with* Feſus,- was in a kind of holy: imipati- 
; ſick 'of love. and deſires ro'delight himfelf in clear viſion, and full 
{fruition of him. Witneſs theſe groans, Dear feſns, come and take me a- 
viny,: £ratoe na bifenefs hear, my work is done, my glafs 11-run, my ftrenyth 
As gour and whenmy work is done, why ſpull 1 ſtay behing, OL came, come, 
1be:45. 4" Roe, apon'the Mozntains of. ſpices. How loug ſhail '| wait ? and 
ery? ory dong: ſhall IT be abſent from thee ? And again, .Q come and take me 
ro thy ſelf, aud:give me poſſeſſion of that bo Go on 3s abave,the viſion of 
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thy ſcl/porfett likeneſs rocky ſelf, full fruition My fell, without an) imeriup- 
xt 08 or conclejpa”. . And yer again,'O. come: ded [Lore 7eſus, how long be fore 
| ther! fend thy Chariots, O come thou down to mt,” any take me up to,/thee. 
Havuig/lain fome time (ilentard til; a Friend defircd him to:give. him 
; his hand, if rhe clouds were ſeattered,”whereopon he redched . out his 
hand, and faid (as thoſe preſent underftbod him.) [ am upheld in the 
Arms of a Meaiator, . This died this ptectous Saint, -this eminent 'Mj- 
piſter ; thus he lived,and thus he died, © Let him never be:forgorten,he 
. ſhall nor,he cannot be forgotten: 'And let'us who ſurvive be tollowers 
of him,and athers, who ſerv'd'and walked"with Chriſt bo earth,and ngw 
it and reign with Chriſt in glory; + © 3 4TH, > 
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